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Miſrepreſented and Repreſented : 
A twofold Claracter of Popery. 


j ( 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


T? HE father of lies is the author of miſrepreſenting. 
He firſt made the experiment of this black art in pa- 
radiſe z having no ſurer way of bringing God's precept into 
contempt, and making our fr parents tranſgreſs, than by 
miſrepreſenting ' the command, which their Maler had laid 
upon them. And ſo unhappily ſucceſsful he was in this his 
firſt attempt, that this has been his chief ſtratagem ever 
ſince, for maintaining himſelf in his uſurpation, and propa- 
gating errour ard vice amongſt men by diſcrediting virtue 
and truth; and therefore there has nothing of good yet come 
into the world, nothing been ſent from Heaven, but what 
has met with this oppoſition ; the common enemy having 
imployed all his endeavours to bring it into diſcredit, and 
render it infamous, by mifrepreſenting it. Of this there 
are frequent inſtances.in ſcripture, and more in church hiſtory. 


_— 


The truth of it was experienced on the per/jon of Chrift him- 


ſelf, who, though he was the Sen of God, the immaculate 
lamb, yet was he not out of the reach of calummy nor exempt 


from being miſrepreſented. See in the goſpel how he was 


painted by malicious men, the miniſters of Satan, as 4 
prophane and wicked man, a breaker of the Sabbath, a 
glulton, a friend and à companion of pubiicans and finners, a 
conjurer,. a traitor, @ ſeducer, a raiſer of ſeditions, a Samari« 


tan, and full of the devil; be hath Be'zebub, faid they, and by - 


the prince of the devils, caſteth he out devils, (Mark iu, 22.) 
There being no other way of - frightening the people from 
embracing the truth, and following the Son of God, but by 
thus disfiguring him. to the multitude, reporting light to be 
darkneſs, and God to be the devil. The diſciples of Chriſt 
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vi A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented, 
every here met with the like treatment. © The pecſle were 
ſtirred up againſt St. Stephen by miſrepreſentation ; becauſe 
they heard he had ſpole blaſphemous words againſt Meſes, and 
 egainſt | God, (Act. vi. 11.) And againit Pgul, - becauſe 
they were told he taught all men every where againfl the 
people, and folluted the holy place, (Acts xxi. 28.) 
charged him alſo with being 4 pe/tilent fellow, and a mowir 
of ſedition among all the FJeaus throug hout the aun: (Aft 
xxiv. 5.) Neither did theſe calummies, theſe wicked mir 
representations ſtop here; he that ſaid, the disc ie is not 
above his maſter, and if they have called the maſter of the houſe 
Belzebub ; how much more ſhall they call them of his houſhauld? 
(Matt. x. 24. 25) did not only foretel] what was to happen 
to his followers then preſent, but alſo to the faithful that 
were to ſucceed them, and to his church in future ages, they 
being all to expect the like treatment; ſo that though they 
ſhould be never ſo juſt to God and their neighbour, upright 
in their ways, and live in the fear of God, and the obſervance 
of his laws; yet muſt they certainly be reviſed and hated 
by the world, made a by-2word to the people, have the repate w 
of /educers, and be a ſcandal to all nations. And hat not ce 
this been verifyed in all ages? See what was the ſtate of ta 
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Cbriſtians in the primitive times, when as yet vice had not Cc 
corrupted the purity of the morals of the generality of the V1 
faithful. Tt js almoſt impoſſible to believe in what contempt to 
they were, and how utterly abominated. Tertullian, who Cc 
was an eye witneſs, gives us ſo lamentable an account of the It 
Chriſiians in his time, that it is able to move compaſſion in tl 
flones. He tells us, ſo many malicious Handers were diſ- th 
perſed abroad concerning the manner of their <vor/oip; and Ol 


their whole religion deſcribed, not only to be mere folly, and as 
foppery, but alſo to be grounded on molt Helliſ principlesandto ſu 
be to full of i»tpieties, that the heathens believed a man could D 
not make profeſſion of chri/;anity, without being tainited pr 


with all ſorts of crimes; without being an enemy to the Gods, te 
to princes, to the lagus, to good manners, and to nature itſelf. he 
So that chriſtianity, was wholly infamous amongſt the he 

| heathens, condemned and deteſted by all, and moſt bloody an 
- perſecutions raiſed againſt the profeſſors of it, while they were th 
guilty of no other crime but adbering to the truth. And m 
it was theſe calumnies, theſe falſe accuſations {invented to 82 
cry down the chriſtian religion,) obtiged Tertullias to Wie 


his ology, wherein he declared to the world, „ 


of. Papift miſrepreſented. and repreſented. vii 
to be: that idolatry, ſuperfiition, impiety, cruelty, treachery, 
conſpiracies, &c. was none of their dag#rine, but condemned 
and detefted by them; that theſe crimes were only the malici- 
0x5 inventions of the beathen;/ſo priefis, Who finding them- 
ſelves unable to withſtand the force of ebriſtianity, had no other 
way to preſerve thamſolves in repute, and keep the in 
their errour, than by forming an ugly, odious, and moſt hortid 
vizor, a damnable ſcheme of religion, and then holding chis forth {| 
to the world, and crying out, This is the religion of the Chri- 
flians, theſe are their principles; behold their ignorance, | 
their flupidity, their propbaneneſi; behold their inſolence, their 
illaintes; a people unſuſferable in a commen-wealth, - enemies 
to their country and their prince: and thus repreſenting it as 
monſtrous as they pleaſed, they brought an dium upon 6 
many as owned that name, and condemned them for fa//ies am 
crimes, that were no where, but in their own. imagination. 
And now, when by the propagation of chriſtianity, and the 
laborious endeavours of her profeſſors, heatheniſm was pretty JW 
well extinct; yet was not the mouth of alice topped ; the 
calumnies, which had been invented by the i»fide/s, being 
taken up by evilChrifiians, No one going out from the 
communion of the church of Chriſt, but what did, by revi- 
ving old ſcandals, (and the addition of /e/b ones, endeavour Ji 
to make her infamous, and blacken her with ſuch crimes, -as Ji 
could be thought moſt convenient for rendring her oxieurtoall, 
It being looked upon by as many as ever went ent of ber, 
the beſt means to juſtify their /eparation, and to gain 10 
themſelves the credit of orthodox Chriſtians; to paint Gay 
out in all the antichri/iian colours, and repreſent her as Hell, 
as wickedneſs could make her, It is ſtrange how much ſhe 
ſuffered in this point from the Manichees, and from the 
Donatiſis, and how much - pains it coſt Saint Auguff ine, to 
prove their, accu/ations to be meer calumnies, principally in- 
tended to taiſe prejudices in the minds of the | 
her; that ſo being convinced by theſe helliſh artifices, f 
her teaching wn/ound-and prophane doctrine, wicked principles 
and humane inventions inſtead of faith, they might never 
think of going ꝛ0 ber, to learn the #ruth; nor even © 
much as ſuſpect her to be the church of Chriſt. - Th, 
Saint Auguſtine-complains, was the chief eanſe of his con- 
tinuing in the error of the Manichees ſo long ; and that he 
impugned with'ſo much - violence this church, And theve- | 


viii 4 Papift miſrepreſented and ren 


fore, after he was come to the knowledge of the un he 1 
diſcovered this to the world for the undeceiving others; who "4 
were caught in the ſame ſnare, making it part of is confeſſions, | 1 
(Conf. l. vi. C 3. When I came to diſcover, ſays he, tba 0 
mingled joy and bluſbes, and was ſhamed, that I bad n for jg ; 
many zears been barking and railing, not againſt the\cathalick ” 
Faitb, but only againſt the fiftions of my carnal conceits, \ Far 4 
temerarious and impious was I, that, thoſe things, hich * 7 
'4 ought fiſi to have learned from them by enquiry, 1charged x 
uon them by accuſation; readier to impoſe fallhoods, than 1 
# be informed of the Truth. And thus J fo blindy 
accuſed the catholick church 3 now ſufficiently cleared o m "| 
"that ſhe taught not the opinions 1 ſo wehemently perſecuted, | 
And this he did, deluded and deceived by the Manichees. q; 
And now ſince it is certain, that this has not been the caſe of E 
St. Augu/iine alone, but of as many almoſt as have given ear 10 , 
the de/erters of this church; ray, is at this day the caſe ” 
of infivite numbers, who following that great Father, when = 
as yet in his errors; do not enquire, how this thing is le- a 
- fieved or under/icod by her, but inſultingly offoſe all; 4. 
if ſo underſſood, as they imagine; net making any difference al 
' betwwixt that-wwhich the catholick church teaches, and what 10 
- they think ſhe teacbes; and ſo believing her to be guilty of * 
as many abſurdeties, follies, imtieties, &C. as the heathens on 
did of old. It is evident, there is as much need now of = 
fogies as ever there was in Tertullian's, or Saint Auguftine's 0 
time: Not apologies to vindicate what is really her faith * 
and doctrine; but rather to clear her from {ſuch ſuherſfitiams, 45 
' prophaneneſs, and wicked principles, as are malicigu/ly or ig- ; 
#orantly charged upon her. And though the number oY 
of calumnies, the inſincerity of adverſaries, the ob ſtinacy a 
of a biaſſed education render a performance in this kind, 70 
a juſt taſk for a Tertullian's, or St. Augu/iine's hand; yet iy 
becauſe I find no ſuch eminent pen engaged in this 0 
deſign at preſent; and the ſhewing the true religin 87 
in its own colours, ſeems a duty incumbent on every * 
zone that is a lover of truth; I will endeavour to pull 4 


off the Vixor from ſuffering chriſtianity, and apologize for 
the catholick faith; that faith I mean, f aintained by thoſe 105 

imitivs fathers, with ſo much vigour and zcal ; which bei * 
firſt planted in the Head city of the world by St. Peter, wy 
been propagated throughout the univerſe, and derived down 
to us by many chriſtian nations, in communion with that 


bt, under the protection of the Holy Ghoſt, and the charge f 
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A Papift miſtepreſented and repreſented. ix 
4 chief paſtor, which beginning in that great apoſile, has 
continued in a ble ſucceſſion to theſe our days. This faith 
it is, for which at preſent I deſign to make an apology, 
which having been in all ages violently. oppoſed, does at 
this time moſt <vronz fully ſuffer, under calumnies and falſe 
imputations. I will endeavour therefore to ſeparate theſe 
calumnies and ſcandals, from what is really the faith and 
dacrine of that church; I will take off the b/ack and 
dirt, which has been thrown upon her; and ſetting her forth ian 
her genuine complexion, let the world ſee how much fairer 
ſhe is, than he is painted ; and how much the is anlile that 
monſ/ier, which is thewa for her. And becauſe the members 
of this church are commonly known by the name of papifis; 
I think I cannot take a more ſincere, open, and compen- 
dious way, in order to the compleating this deſign, than 
by drawing forth a double character of a papiſt: The one 
expreſſing a papi/! in thoſe very colours, as he is painted 
in the imagination of the vulgar, moſt foul, black, and antichri- 
flian ; with the chief articles of his imagined belief, and 
reputed principles of his profeſſion. The other repreſenting 
a papift, whole faith and exerciſe of his religion, is accord- 
ing to the direction and command of his church. That fo 
theſe two being thus ſet together, their difference and diſpropor- 
tion may be clearly diſcerned, and a diſcovery. made how 
unlike calumny is from truth; and how different a papiff 
really is, from what he is ſaid to be. The former cha- 
racter is of a papiſt miſrepreſented ; the other of a papiff 
repreſented, The former is a papift ſo deformed and mon- 
ſtrous that he juſtly deſerves the hatred of as many as own 
chriſtianity. The other papiſt is one, that lives and believes 
according to what is preſcribed in the council of Trent, in 
the catechi/ms ſet forth by catholicks, and other ſpiritual books 
for the direction and inſtruction of all in their communion, ' 
whoſe faith and doctrine I have here ſet down, with ſome 
grounds and reaſons of it, and will fo leave it to apolo- 

ize for itſelf. In drawing out the Character of the former, 

have quoted no authors, but have deſcribed him exactly 
according to the apprehenſion I had of a papiſt framed by 
me when I was a protefant; with the addition only of 
ſome few points, which have been violently charged againſt 
me by ſome intimate friends of late, to ſhew the unreaſon- 
ableneſs of my choice, after the quitting of that commu- |} 
nion. The latter is wholly copied out from the papi/f ay 4 
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* A Pop in ſrepreſuntel ard repbeſentets.. 
Jan mw ; being the ſum of what I was taught. | 
reconeiled to the chnrel of Rome, and which wr am 
years converſation with men of that communion,” in | 
their ſermons in being preſent at their catechiſing, ofa 
their books, and diſcourſing with them, I have found to 
be their Jo#rine, I habe done both, I hope, with'fincerity 
and truth; and without paſſion. For 3 endeavours 
| Have been that my religion ſhonld loſe” nothing by ler 

ſo neither do I defire it ſhould gail by them; And did f 
but know of any thing in the following papers, that has 
any relation to that unchriſtian artifice, I would ſtrike it 
out immediately. And do here oblige myſelf, upon infars 
mation, either from friend or adverfary, to acknowledge the 
miſtake, as it ſhall be made appear, and make a -publick 
recantation. Bur it is time, we ſhould ſee what theſe gn 
— ; 
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A. PA-P:& ST 
Miſrepreſented and Repreſented, 
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1. Of praying to Images. 


A Papi miſrepreſented, wonſßbips flocks and flones for 
gods; He takes no notice of the Second Command- 
ment, but ſetting up pictures, and images of Chriſt, the Vir- 
gin Mary, and other his ſaints, he prays to them, and furt 
bis truſt and confidence in them; much like as the Heathens 
did in their wooden gods, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, &c. An 
for this reaſon, he eredts flately monuments to them in his 
churches, adorns them ſumptuouſly , burns candles, offers in- 
cenſe, and frequently falls down proſtrate before them, and 
with his eyes fixed on them, cries out, Help me, Mary, aſſiſt 
me, Anthony, remember me, Ignatius. ; 


Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to worſhip 
ſtocks and ſtones for gods, to pray to pictures or ima- 
In of Chriſt, ef the virgin Mary, or of any other faints, to 
eieve any virtue or divinity in them, or to put any truſt and 
confidence in them. He is expreſsly taught the contrary to all 
this by the council of Trent ( Seff. 25 ) and his very children 
ze inſtructed in their catechiſms (which are in the hands of 
all) that they muſt by no means 752 to pictures or images, be- 
cauſe they can neither ſee, nor hear, nor help them. See Ab- 
tract of the Doway Catechi/m, upon the firſt Commandment. 
Abridgement of Cbriſtian Doctrine. Chapter IV. &c. But 
what uſe then does the papiſt make of pictures or images of 


Chriſt, of the bleſſed Virgin, or other ſaints ? Why, he keeps 


them by him to preſerve in his mind the memory of the 
perſons repreſented by them; as people are wont to preſerve 
the memory of their deceaſed friends by keeping their pic- 
tures. He is taught to uſe them, ſo as to caſt his eye upon the 
fictures ot imag et, and thence to raiſe his heart to the things Il 
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2 A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented, 


repreſented, and there to employ it in meditation, love, thank. 
giving, deſire of imitation, &c, as the object requires: Az 
many good” Chriſtians, placing a Death's head before them, 
from the ſight of it take occaſion to refle& often upon their 
laſt end, in order to their better preparing for it; or 

ſeeing Old Time f ainted with his ore. lach. hour-glajs 
and ſcythe, turn their thoughts upon the ſwiftneſs of fine, 
and that whotoever. neglects the preſent, is in danger of 


beginning then to deſire to Jay ho'd of it when there is no more 


to come. Theſe pictures or Images having this advantage, 
that they inform the mind by one glance of what in read- 
ing might require a whole chapter, There being no other 
difference between them, than that reading repreſents i- 
furely, and by degrees; and a picture, all at once. Hence 
he finds a convenience in ſaying his prayers with ſome 
devout pictures before him, he being no ſooner diſtracted, but 
the ſight of theſe recals his wandring thoughts to the right 
obje&; and as certainly brings ſomething good into his mind, 
as an immodeft picture diſturbs his heart with filthy thoughts, 
And becauſe he is ſenfible that theſe holy gictures and images re- 
preſent and bring to his mind /zch objects, as in his heart he 
loves, honours, and venerates ; he cannot but upon that 
account love, honour, and reſpect the images themſel ves. 
As whoſoever loves their husband, child, or friend, can- 
not but have ſome love and reſpect for their pzfures; whoſoever 
loves and honours his Ang, will have ſome honour and 
regard for his nage. Net that he venerates any image, 
or picture, for any virtue or divinity believ'd to be in 
them, or for any thing that is to be petitioned of them; 
but becauſe the honour that is, exhibited to them, is referred 
to thoſe whom they repreſent. So that 'tis not properly 
the images he honours, but Ci and his Saints by the ima- 
ges: As it is not properly the images or pictures of kings or 
other men that we reſpect or injure; but by their img ot 


pictures we reſpect or injure the perſons themſelves. All the 


veneration therefore he expreſſes before images, whether by 
kneeling, lifting up the eyes, burning candles, incenſe, Fe, 
it is not at all done for the Inage, but is wholly refer d 
to the things repreſented, which he intends to honour by 
theſe actions. And how, by / doing, he breaks the ſe- 
cond Commandment, he cannot conceive; for he acknowledge 
only one Ged, and to him alone gives ſovereign honour z and 
whatſoever reſpect he ſhews to a crucifix picture or image fſeelns 

| | * 
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A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented. 3 
to him no more injurious to any of the Commandmenti, 
than it is for a Chriſtian to love and honour his neigh» 
bour , becauſe he bears the image of God in his „; to kiſs 
and eſteem the Bible, becauſe it contains and repreſents to 
him God's word; or to love a. good preacher , becauſe 
he minds him of his duty; all which re/pe4s do not at 
all derogate from God Almighty's honour : but are rather 
teſtimonies of our greater love and honour of him, fince, for 
his ſake, we love and eſteem every thing, that has any reſ- 
pect or relation to him. | 


2. Of worſhipping Saints. 


T2 Papifl, miſrepreſented makes gods of dead men, 
uch as are departed hence, and are now no more able to 
hear, or ſee, or underſtand his neceſſities. And though God be 
fo good as ta invite all to come unte him, and to apply 
themſelves to their only and infinite Mediator Jeſus Chriſt: 
yet fo flupid is he, that neglectinr, and, as it were, paſ- 
Ang by both God and his only Son, and all their mercies, 
be betakes himſelf to his ſaints, and there pouring forth bis 
frayers, he confides in them as bis mediators and redeem- 
ers, and expects no bleſſing , but what is to come to him 
by their merits, and through their hands: And thus, with- 
out ſcruple or remorſe, he robs God of his honour. 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes there is on 

one God, and that mo moſt damnable idolatry 4 
make gods of men, either living or dead. His church 
teaches him indeed, (and he believes) That it is good and 
profitable to defire the interceſſion of the Saints , reigning with 
Chriſt in heaven; but that they are gods, or his redeem- 
er, he is no where taught; but deteſts all ſuch doctrine. 
He confeſſes, that we are all redeemed by the blood of Chrift 
alone, and that he is our only Mediator of Redemption: But 
as for mediators of interceſſion, (that is, ſuch as we may 
lawfully defire to pray for us) he does not doubt, but it is 
acceptable to God, we ſhould have many, Moſes was ſuch 
a mediator for the Iſraclites; Fob for his three friends; 
Steben for his perſecutors. The Roman, were thus deſu'd 
by St. Paul to be his mediators ; ſo were the Corinthians, 


ſo the Epheſians, Ep. ad Rom. Cor, Eph; ſo almoſt every fick 
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man defires the congregation to be his Mediators; by remem. 
bring him in their prayers. And ſo the Papiſt delires 
the b/e/ed in heaven to be his mediators; that is, that 
they would pray to God for him. And in this, he does 


not at all negle& coming to God, or rob him of his ho- 3 
nour; but directing all his prayers up to him, and making 

him the ultimate object of all his petitions, he only defires — 
ſometimes the jyuſt on earth, ſometimes thoſe in heaven, 

to join their 'prayers to his, thit ſo the number of ' peti- * 
tioners being increas'd, the petition may find better accept. fo 
ance in the fight of God. And this is not to make bh 
them gods, but only petitioners to God; it is not to make A 
them his redeemers,, but only intercefſors to his Redeemer ; 

he having no hopes of obtaining any-thing, but of God — 
alone, by, and through the merits of Chriſt; for which 

he deſires the /aints in heaven, and good men on earth, to of- C] 
fer up their prayers with his; the prayers of the ju avail- 1 
ing much before God. But now, how the ſaints in heaven oy 
know the prayers and neceſſities of ſuch, who addreſs them- * 
ſelves to them, whether by the miniſtry of angels, or in the Ai 
viſion of God, or by ſome particular revelation, tis no part of 
of his faith, nor is it much his concern it ſhould be deter- 
mined. For his part he does not doubt, but that God, who "i 
acquainted the prophets with the knowledge of things, that 0 


were yet to come many hundred years after ; that inform'd 
Eliſbab of the King of Syria's counſel, though privately re- th; 
ſolved on in his bed-chamber, and at a diſtance (2 Kings vi. Ge 
12.) can never want means of letting the ſaints know the de- 5 
Kres of thoſe who beg their interceſſion here on earth: elpe- . 
cially ſince our Saviour informs us, (Luke xvi.) that Abraham the 
keard the petitions of Dives, who was yet ata greater diſtance, * 
even in Hell; and told him likewiſe the manner of his living, 

while as yet on earth. Nay, fince it is generally allow'd, thateven 

the very devils hear thoſe deſperate wretches, who call on 

them : why then ſhould he doubt, that the Saints want this 

privilege, who, ary departed this life) are not ſo properly + 
dead, as tranſlated from a mortal life, to an immortal one; for 
where, enjoying God Almighty, they loſe no perſections rat 
which they enjoy'd while on earth, but poſſeſs all in a more — 


eminent manner; 2 more charity, more know he 
t 


more intereſt with God than ever; and becoming like ſen 
(Lake xx, 36.) And as theſe offered up their prayers for Je- ww 
rſalim, and the cities of Judah, ¶ Zach, i. 12.) Küng 5 
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A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented. 5 
tedly they likewiſe fa// down befere the Lamb, having every 


one of them harps, and golden wiats full of odours, which are 
the prayers of the Saints, Apoc. v. $. 


3. Of addreſſing more Supplications to the Virgin 
Mary than 10 Chriſt, 


HE Papifl miſrepreſented believes the Virgin Mary 
to be much more powerful in heaven than Chriſt, and 
that ſhe can command him to do what' ſhe thinks good: And 
or this reaſon he honours her much more than he does her Son, 
or God the Father; for one prayer he ſays to Cod, ſaying ten, 
to the holy Virgin. | | 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damneble to 
think the Virgin Mary more powerful in heaven than; 
Chriſt; or that ſhe can in any thing command him. He ho- 
nours her indeed, as one that was choſen to be Mother of God, 
and bleſſed among fi all omen: Agd believes her to be moſt. 
acceptable to God, in her interceſſion for us: but owning her 
ſtill as a creature, and that all ſhe has of excellency is the gi 
of Gad, proceeding from his meer goodne/5, Neither does he 
at any time ſay even ſo much as one prayer to her, but what 
is directed more principally to God; becauſe offered up as a 
thankful memorial of Chriſt's incarnation, and acknowledg- 
ment of the h eaneſi of F eJus the fruit of her <vomb, And. 
this without imagining that there is any more diſhonouring of 
God in his reciting the Augelical Salutation, than in the firſt. 
pronouncing it by the Angel Gabriel and Elizabeth; or that 
his frequent repetition of it is any more an idle ſuperſtition, 
than it was in David to repeat the ſame words over twenty. 
fix times in the exxxvi P/a/m. 


{ 


4. Of paying divine worſhip to Relicks. 
94 HE Papift miſrepreſented believes a lind of divinity to 
remain in the Relicks of his reputed Saints, and there- 

fore adores their rotten bones, their corrupted fleſh, their old 
rags, with divine honour ; kneeling down to them, kiſſing them, 
and going in pilgrimage to their ſhrines and ſepulchres. And 
be is ſo far poſſeſid with a conceited deity lying bid in thoſe 
ſenſeleſs remains, that be fooliſhly believes they work greater 
mirgcles, aud raiſe more to life than ever Chriſt himſelf did. 
. Ty 
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T*HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to 
think there is any divinity in the Relicks of Saints, or 
to adore them with divine honour, or to pray to their rotten 
bones, old rags or ſhrines, or that they can work any ſtran 
cures or miracles,” by any hidden power of their own. But be 
believes it good and lawful to keep them with veneration, and 
to give them a religious honoar ard reſpect. And this he 
thinks due to them, in as much as knowing himſelf obliged to 
reſpect and honour God Almighty from his heart; he looks 
upon himſelf alſo obliged to reſpect and honour every thing 


that has any particular relation to him: But this with an in- 


feriour honour ; ſuch as the Fews ſhewed to the Ark, to the 
Tables of the Law, to Maſes's rod, to the Temple, to the 
Prieſts: Such as we generally allow the Bible, becauſe it con- 
tains God's word; to the Church, becauſe it is God's houſe 3 
to holy men and prieſts, becauſe they are God's Servants, And 
ſo he does to relicit, becauſe they appertain to God's fawour- 
ites: and, being inſenſible things, are yet ſenſible p/edpes, and 
lively Memorials of Chriſt's ſervants, dead indeed to this world, 
but alive with him in glory. And more eſpecially, becauſe 
God himſelf has been pleaſed to honour them, b 
them in/iruments of many evident miracles which he has 
viſibly worked by them; as is manifeſt upon undeniable re- 
cord. And this he believes as eaſy for God almighty now, and 
as much redounding to the honour of his holy name, as it waz 
in the ol /aw, to work ſuch miraculous effects by Mo/es's rod, 
by Elias's mantle, after he was taken up into heaven, (2 Kings 
ii. 14.) Eliſeuss bones, (2 Kings xiii, 21.) and infinite other 
ſpch like inſenſible things : And alſo in the new /aw, by the 
hem of his own garment, (Mat. ix. 21.) by the adow of St. 
Peter, (Acts v. 15.) by the naplins and handkerchiefs that 
had but touched the body of St, Paul, caſting out devils, and 
curing diſeaſes, (Ads xix. 12.) and ſuch like. And thus by 
having a veneration and reſpect for theſe, he honours God: 
and does not doubt, but that they that contemn and profane 
theſe, do the like to God, as much as they did, who pro- 
faned the bread of propoſition, the temple, and weſſels that 
belonged to. it, | 


5. Of the Euchariſt, 


HE Papiſt mi/repre/ented believes it lawful to commit 
„ Idolapy, and males it his daily practice to * 
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ſacrament of the Euchariſ, conſecrated now by 
it really contains the 
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adore à breaden giving divine honour. to thoſe poor, | exp» 
ty elements of 1 wine. O / theſe be afes for bis 
fins ; of the/e he diſires grace and falvation; theſe he acknows+ 
ledges to have been his redeemer and ſaviour, aud hopes for no 


good but what is to come to him by means of theſe 


And then for his apology, he alledges ſuch groſs contradiftions, 


| contrary to all ſenſe and reaſon, that whoſoever wwill be, a 
Papiſt, muſt be no man: fondly believing, that what he a+ 
dores is no bread or wine, but Chriſt really preſent under 
thoſe appearances ; and thus makes as many Chriſts, at many 
redeemers as there are churches, altars or prieſts. When u- 
cording to God's infallible word, there is but one G. 
and he not on earth, but at the right hand of his Father in 


heaven. 


HE Papiſt ruh repreſented believes it abominable to 

commit any kind of idolatry; and moſt damnable to 
worſhip or adore a breaden god, or to give divine honour to 
the elements of bread and wine. He worſhips only one 
God, who 'made heaven and earth,' and his only Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our redeemer; who, being in all things equal to his 
Father, in truth and omnipotency, he believes, made his 
words good, pronounced at his laſt ſupper; really giving his 
body and blood to his apoſtles ; the ſubſtance of | bread and 
wine being by his powerful words changed into his own body 
and blood, the ſpecies or appearances of the bread and wine 
remaining as before. The ſame he believes of the moſt holy 
prieſts ; that 
y of Chriſt, which was delivered for 
us; and his blood, which was ſhed for the remiſſion of fing 2 
which being there united with the divinity, he confeſſes whole 
Chriſ to be preſent. And him he adores and acknowledges 
his redeemer, and not any bread or wine. And for the believ- 
ing of this myſlery, he does not at all think it meet for any 


chriſtian to appeal from Chriſt's «org, to his own ſenſes or a 
ſon, for the examining the truth of what he bas ſaid, but ra- 


ther to ſubmit his /en/es and reaſon to Chriſt's words in the 


obſequiouſneſs of faith: and that being a ſon of Abraham, it 


is more becoming him to believe as Abraham did, promptly, 
with a faith ſuperior to all ſenſe or reaſon, and whither theſe 
could never lead him. With tis faith it is he believes every 
myſtery of his religion, the trinity, incarnation, &c. With 
this faith he believes that what deſcended upon our Saviour. 


8 A Papift miſrepreſented and repreſented, 

at his baptiſm in Jordan, was really the H though 
fen/es or reaſon could diſcover it to be Eb 3 with 
this-faith he believes that the man that 7oſua ſaw ſanding over 
againſt him with his {worddrawn,(F2/. v. 13.) and the three men 
that Abraham entertained in the plains of Mambre, (Gen. xviii, 
were really and ſubſtantially 0 men; and that wichen 
ing all the information and evidence of /en/e, from their co- 
lour, features, proportion, talking, N &c, of their be- 
ing men; yet, without any diſcredit to his ſenſes, he really 
believes they were no ſuch thing, becauſe God's word. has al- 
fured him of the contrary : and with this faith he believes 
Chriſt's body and blood to be really preſent in the bleſſed ſa- 
 erament, though, to all outward appearance, there is no- 
thing more than bread and wine : Thus, not at all hearkening 
to his ſenſes in a matter where God ſpeaks, he unfeignedly 
confeſſes, that he that made the world of nothing by his 
ſole word: that cured diſeaſes by his word: that raiſed the 
dead by his word: that commanded the winds and ſeas: 
that multiplied bread : that changed water into wine by his 
word, and ſinners into juſt men, cannot want power to change 
bread and wine into his own body and blood by his /o wword. 
And this without danger of multiplying his body, of making as 
many Chrifts as Altars,or leaving the right hand of his Father. 
But only by giving to his body a ſupernatural manner of exiftence; 
by which, being without extenſion of parts, rendered indepen- 
dent of place, it may be one and the ſame in many places at 
once, and whole in every part of the ſymbols, and not obnoxious 
to any corporeal contingencies. And this kind of exiſtence is 
no more, than what in a manner he beſtows upon every gl 
rified body: than what his own body had, when born with- 
out the leaſt violation of his mother's virginal integrity: when 
he aroſe from the dead, out of the ſepulchre, without re- 
moving the ftone: when he entred amongſt his diſciples, 
the doors being ſhut. And though he cannot underſtand how 
this is done, yet he undoubtedly believes, that God is able 
to do more than he is able to underſtand. 


6. Of Merits and Good works. 


HE Papift miſrepreſented believes Chrifi's death and 
paſſion to be ine ffectual, and inſignificant, and that be 
- Þgs no dependance ufon the merits of bis ſufferings, or the mer- 
oof God for the obtaining ſalvationz but that be is to be 
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A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſenttd. 0» 
ſaved by his own merits. And, for this reaſon he is wyery Year 
lay buſy in fafting, in watching, in going in proceſſion, is 
wearing hair-ſhirts and ufing a thouſand ſuch like , mortsficati- 
ons: And having done this, he thinks himfelf not all hdholdew 
to God for his ſalvation, and that to give him heaven, will 
be no faveur : It being now his due, upon the accaunt of his 
own meritorious atchievements, without any Ged-6-mergy 10 
Chrifi's paſſion, or his maker's goodneſs. | 


H E Papiſt truly repre/ented believes it damnable to ſay 
that Chriſt's death and paſſion is ĩneffectual and inſigni- 
ficant : And that it is the doctrine of devils to believe, that 
he has no dependance for his ſalvation upon the merits of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, or the mercy of God; but only upon his 
own merits and good works, It is his faith to believe, that 
of ourſelves we are not ſufficient, ſo much as to think a good 
thought, that the grace by which we are juſtified,.is given us 
purely gratis upon the account of Chriſt's merits; moreover, 
that no man, how juſt ſoever, can merit any thing, either 
in this life, or in that to come, independent on the merits and 


paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Nevertheleſs, that through the me- | 


rits of Chriſt, che good works of a juſt man proceeding from 
grace, arc ſo acceptable to God, that through his goadnefs 
and promi/e, they are truly meritorious of eternal life. And 
this he has learned from the apoſtle, (2 Tim. iv. g.) here he 
is taught, that there is a crown of juſtice, which our Lord, 
a juſt Judge, will render at the laſt day, not only to Saint 
Paul, but alſo to all thoſe, that ſhall have fought a good fight, 
and conſummated their courſe, kept the faith, and loved his 
coming. Knowing therefore that at the day of judgment, he 
is to receive according to bis works , he endeavours by good 
works ta make his vocation and election fure (2. Peter i. 10.) 
And in following this counſel, he thinks he no more 

againſt the fulneſs of the merits of Chriſt, or God's mercy, 
than the apoſtle does in giving it. 


7. Of Confeſſion. 


HE Papiſ miſrepreſented believes it part of bis religi 

to make gods of men; fooliſhly thinking that theſe have 

power to forgive fins. And therefore as often as he finds bis 
conſcience oppreſſed with the guilt of bis offtuces, be calls for 
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of his priæſs, and having run over a catalogue 'of his fans, 
be 4ſt. of him pardon and forgiveneſs. And what is moſt 
abjurd of all, he is ſo ſtupid as to believe, that, if bis 
Ghoſtly Father, after he has heard all his villainies in his ear, 
does hut pronounce three or four Latin words, over his head, 
is fins are forgiven him, although he had never any thoughts 
'of amendmint, or intention to forſake his wickedneſs. | 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable in any 
religion to make gods of men. However he firmly 
holds, that when Chriſt ſpeaking to his Apoſtles, ſaid, (Job. 
XxX. 21) Receive ye the Hely Ghoſt ; whoſe fens you ſhall for- 
give, they are forgiven, and who/e fins you ſhall retain, they 
are retained : he gave them, and their ſucceſſors, the bithops 
and prieſts of the catholick church, authority to abſolve any 
truly penitent ſinner from his fins. And God having thus gives 
' ithem ' the miniſiry of reconciliation, and made them' Chrifis 
legates, (2. Cor. v. 18. 19. 20.) Chriſi's miniflers, and the 
diſpenſers of the myſteries of Chrift, (1. Cor. iv.) and given 
them power that what/oever they looſe on earth u be loojed in 
Heaven, (Matt. xviii. 18.) he undoubted!y believes, that who- 
ſoever comes to them making a fincere and humble confeffon 
of his fins, with a true repentance and a firm purpoſe of amend- 
ment, and a hearty reſolution of turning from his evil ways, 
may from them receive abſolution, by the authority given them 
from heaven, and no doubt but God ratifies above the ſen- 
"tence pronounced in that tribunal ; Jong in heaven what- 
foever is thus looſed by them on earth. And that, whoſoever 
comes without the due preparation, without a repentance from 
the bottom of his heart, and real intention of forſaking bis 
fans, receives no benefit by the ab/o/ution 3 but adds fin to fin, 
by a high contempt of God's mercy, and abuſe of his Sacra - 
ments. . | 2 | | = 


8. Of Indulgences. 
HE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes, that his Boh father 


the Pope can give him leave to commit what fins he 
pleaſeth ; eſpecially, if he tan make bim a preſent of a raknl 
Jum of money, he never need duubt of an indulgence or pardon 
for himſelf and his heirs for ever, for all forts of crmes"vr 
wickedneſs, be, or any of bis poflerity may have * 


W 
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falling into. "And baving this commiſſion in pocket, ander 
the Pope's -brond-ſeal, be maß be confident that Chriſt 'wilh 
confirm and fi an, to all that his Vicar apen earth has granted, 
ond not call him to any account for any thing he bas done, al- 
though he ſhould chance to die without the leafl remorſe of con- 
ſcience, or retentance for his fins. .* At 154 


HE Papiſt . believes it damnable to 
hold, that the Pope, or any other power in heaven or 


ny earth, can give him leave to commit any fins whatſoever: or 
ly that for auy ſum of money he can obtain an indulgence or 
5. fardon for ſins that are to be committed by him, or his heirs, 
a hereafter. He firmly believes that no fins can be forgiven, 


9 without a frue and hearty repentance: But that ſtill, there is a 
ps p7er in the church of granting inaulgences, by which as he is 
ny taught in his catechiſm, nothing more is meant than a releaſ- 
=> ing, to ſuch as are truly penitent, the debt of temporal pu- 
a niſhment, which remained due on account of thoſe fins, which 

be as to the guilt and eternal. puniſhment had been already re- 
Ty mitted by repentance and confeſſion. For, we ſee in the caſe 
in of king David, 2 Samuel xii. 10. 11. '12. 13. 14. that the 
debt of the temporal puniſhment is not always remitted, 

when the guilt of the ſin is remitted; and as the church of God 
from the beginning was ever convinced of this truth, therefore, 

beſides the hearty repentance and confeſſion, which ſhe inſiſt- 

ed upon in order for the diſcharge of the guilt of ſin; ſhe 
alſo required ſevere penances (ſometimes of three, ſeven, ten 
years or more) for the diſcharge of the debt of the temporal 
puniſhment, due to divine Juſtice. Now the releaſing or 
moderating for juſt cauſes theſe penalties incurred by: fin. is 
called an indulgence. And the power of granting ſuch indul- 
gences is viſibly implied in the promiſe of the keys, and of bind- 
ing and ' loofing made to the paſtors of the church, St. Matt. 
xvi. 19. And the exercice of this power was frequent in the 
primitive church: and is even authorized by the example of 
dt, Paul himſelf, who granted ſuch an indulgence to the in- 
ceſtuous Corinthian, ii Cor 2. 10. forgiving, as he ſays, in 
the perſon of Chrift; that is, by the power and authority he had 
rec2ived from him. Now the good works which are uſually 
required for the obtaining indulgences, are prayer, faſting, 
viſiting churches, conſeſſion, communion, and almſdeeds: But 
what money there is given at any time on this account, con- 
cerns not at all the Pope's coffers, but is by every one given = 
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they pleaſe, either to the poor, to the ſick, to priſonem. I. 
where they judge it moſt charity. ü ge; 1 0 | 
abuſes have been committed in granting ot gaining ine 
through the default of ſome particular perſons; theſe. can 
not in juſtice be charged upon the church, to the prejudice of 
her faith and doctrine; eſpecially, ſince ſhe has been fo care- 
ful in the retrenching them; as may be ſeen by what was 
done in the council of Trent, Decreto de indulgentis. 


9. Of Satisfattion. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes very injuri 
Chriſt's paſſion , being perſuaded, hes bb pra ks 
and death were not ſufficiently ſatisfattory for our fans ; "but 
that it is neceſſary for every one to make ſatisfaction for them- 
ſebves. And for this end, after he has been at confeſſion, 
the prieſt tnjoins him a penance ; by the performance of avhith, 
be is to ſatisfy for bis offences; And thus confidently relying 
en bis own penitential works, he utterly evacuates Chriſt 
paſſion; and though he profeſſes himſelf a Cbriſtian, and that 
Chriſt is his Saviour; yet by his little truſting to him, he 
| ſeems tothinkhim tobe no better, thanwhat his crucifix informs 
him, that is, a meer wooden one. _T 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes it damnable to 
| think injuriouſly of Chriſt's paſſion. - Nevertheleſs he 
believes that though condign ſatisfaction for the guilt of fin, 
and the pain eternal due to it, be proper only ta Chriſt our 
Saviour: yet that penitent finners being redeemed by Chriſt, 
and made his members, may in ſome meaſure /at7sfy by pray- 
er, fafting, alms, &c. for the temporal pain, which by or- 
der of God's Juſtice, ſometimes remains due after the guilt, 
and the eternal pain are remitted. So that truſting in Chriſt 
as his redeemer, he yet does not think that by Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings every chriſtian is diſcharged of his particular ſufferings; 
but that every one is to ſuffer ſomething for himſelf, as Saint 
Paul did, who by many tribulations, and by ſuffering in his 

bn fleſh, filled up that which <vas behind of the paſſions 4 
Chriſt 3 and this not only for Simſelf, but for the 2uhole church. 
(Coloff. i. 24.) and this he finds every where in ſeripture, 
vix. People admoniſhed of the greatneſs of their fins, doing 
penance in faſting, ſack-cloth and aſbet, and by. voluntary 

2 | | auſterities 
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A Papit miſrepreſorret and repreſtuted. 13 
uſterities; endemvburing to ſatisfy the divine juſlior- And 
theſe peo — God has ſufficiently alſs- minded 
bim of, in the puniſhments inflicted on Meſes, Aaron, David, 
ind infmite others j and even in the afflictions ſent by God 
upon our o age, in dee. wars, fires, perſtcutions, re- 
}1/ion 5 3 and ſuch UkerWhichy few are ſo atheiffical; but they 
confe$ to be ſont from heaven for-the juſt chaſti/ements of 
our ins j. and which awe-are. to undergo, . notwithſtanding tha 
'nfnite' ſatisfattion made by Chriſt, and without any unders / 
valuing it. Now being thus convinced of ſome temporal pu- 
ieren e beiag due to his ſins, he accepts of all tribulations, 
xnether in body/ name: or eſtate, from whenceſoever they come, 
and, with others of his own-chuſings offers them up to God, 
for the diſchargiag. this debt; (fill confaſimg} thet/ his offences 
deſerve yet more; But theſe penitential works he is taught to 
be no otherwiſe ſatiifuctocy, than i as joined and appiled to 
at fat itfactiun which Jelus' made upon the croſs j in virtue 
of which alone, all our good works find a grateful acceptance 
in God's ſight. | 


4 ” 


7 SSC SD, 


= EEE ES» SE 


10: Of reading the: holy Scripture. 


HR. Papiſt 'misreprecented believes it part of bis duty, 16 

bead irreuerently of the icriptare; to do what he it 
able, to leſſen the repute of it, and bring it into diſgrace. And 
for this end, he fays it is obſcure, full of ambi expreſſions, 
and not fit te be read by the vulgar, nor fit to 2 ins 
% vuloar languages And without regpeet to Chriſt, or his apo- 
ltles,. profaxely. preaches, that no ten books in the world hau 
dane o much mizchief to chriflianity as this one: And under a: 
vain pretence of preventing farther inconveniences, endeavours 
to depri ue all f this piritual comfort, of this divine food, of 
this heavenly lig be; that 40 being kept in darkneſs, they m 
be alis prezerved in ignorance, and damned eternally. 


* 


= E Papiſt 2rwly represented believes it damnable in any 
one to think, ſpeak, or do any thing irreverently to- 
wards the Scripture 3 .or by any means whatſeever to bring it- 
into diſrepute or diſgrace, He holds it in the higheſt venera · 
tion of all men living, he profeſſes it to be the pure oracles 
Vd. And that W to loſe our lives, than 


think it fit to be read generally by all, in- che <wigar tongues: 
Not for any diſreſpect to it; But; 1. Becauſe he underſtands, 


that private interpretation is not-proper:for the pe, 12-, 
Pet. i. 20. 2. Becaule in the, epittles of, Saint Bau are. 
certain things bard to be underficod,, wihixh:ithe wiltareed ant 
wnſiable wreſl. (as. alias the: reſt, af) | theratriptares) dv their... 
own perdition, 2 Pet. iii 16. (3 Becauſe God] hath giren 
only game 49,68: apaſtles, Jams prophets, other eme engel, 

and other ſome paſtors nu teachers, Eph. iv. 11.“ For these 


reaſons he is taught, that it is not conveniem for the cripture 
to be read indifereniiy by all men, but only by ſuch as are 
bumble, diſcreet and deuout, and ſuch as are willing to obſerve 
directions an the peruſing this ſacred vulume + thet is, to-take 


notice of all godly hiſtories, and imitable examples of hu - 


mility, chaſtity, obedience, mercy to the poor, Qc- apd-all 


ſuch places as are apt to ſtir up the hatred of ſin, fear of God's 
judgments, love of virtue, c. and in all Hard, obacure and dis- 
putable points to refer all to the arbitrement of the church, to 
the judgment of thoſe whom God hath appointed pa/fors and 
#eachers ; never preſuming to contend , controul, teach, or 


talk of their eur gente and fancy in deep queſtions of divi- 


nity, and high myſteries of faith; but expecting the ſenſe of 
these from the lips of the prieft," æubo ſhall keep knowledge; 11 
rem <vhose mouth they ſhall require the laau, Mal. ii. 7. Alc 


this caution is uſed, leſt the srifture coming into the hands 


of a preſuming ſort of proud, curious, and contentious. peo- 


ple, be abuſed and perverted ; who make it their buſineſs to 
enquire into high and hidden ſecrets of God's counſels, and 


upon the preſumption of I know not what Spirit, iminediates 
become teachers, comptrollers and Judges of doctor, church," 
5c1:4jture, and allʒ andacknowledging no authority left by Chriſt, 


to which they are to ſubmit; under pretence of scripture and 
God's word, make way for all ſorts of prefaneneſi, irreligion 


and athcizm. So that it is not for the preſerving ignorance, 


he allows a reſtraint upon the reading the scriptures, but for 


the preveuting 1 þ/ind "ignorant prexumption. And that it 


may he, done to edification and not to defirudtion, and without 


caſting the holy te dogs, or pearls to rwing, C 


1 rid; 
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concur any; way to its profanation. It is true; he goes n 
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ſenſes 137 at intended by the He Gho and agrecable to truth, 
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A Pabift miſrepreſented and repreſented: 1f 
11. Obe. ſeripture as A ride: of faith, - + 
HE Papiſt mi/repre/ented believes it his obligation to 
undervalue the ſcripture, and take from it that autho- 
rity, which Chnifl. gave it. For. whereas Chrift cleft this 
to the world; as tht rule of faith, and as a ſacred oracle, from 
whence all his, followers might be inſiructed in the precepis f 
a good life, learn all the myſteries of their faith, and be re- 
ſolved in all F and doubtful points of religion; he is taught 
N Al this ; and to beheve, that the ſcripture is not 


that it is . capable of leading a man to all 24th, when, it is - 
ri hilly unde Mopd. But to any one that under andi it, and 
abs in zny other ſenſe, than what was intended by the holy 
Ghefſt ; he believes it to ſuch a one, to be no ſcripture, no word 
of Ged', that to ſuch a one, it is xo rule of faith, W of 
controperfits.z, apd that what he thinks to be the dofrine 
of iſt, and gmand of heaven, is nothing but his own ima 
gination and the ſupgefiion © the devil. And ſince by che ex- 
perience of fo many yndred Bereſies ſince our Saviour's time, 
all pretending, to be grounded on /cripture, he finds that almoſt 
every text of the bible, and even thoſe that concern the moſt 
eſſential and fundamental points of the chrißian religion, have 
been interpreted ſeyeral ways ; and made to ſiguify things con- 
trary to one another 3_ and that while thus contrary meanings 
are by feveta] perſonz drawn from the {ame gp et the /erip- 
SFB, /ent, without diſcoveri _ avhich of all thoſe 


and Which are erroneous and antichriſtian ; He concludes that 
the /7ripture alone, without, taking along with it the interpre- 
tation of the church, cannot be to every private perſon the<vbole 
rule of his faith. Not that there is any authority wanting on 


f no private perſon can be cer- 
tin, Wheth 1 all the /everal, Aft ere text 
ich he underſtands it in, is the gh, or 

B 2 no. 


16 A \Papiſt miſrepreſented and. reprofented. 

no. And without this certainty of truth, and ſecurity 

error, he knows thure us. nothing capable of being a /uffcient 
rule of his faith. ; WW * 


12. 'Of be interpretation-of Scriptiire. ; 


HE Papiſt 1mi/repreſented believes that hit church, 
which he calls catholick, is above the ſeripture; 484 
profanely allows to ber an untcontroulable authority of Being 
Judge / the word of God; and being fondly abuſed n a 
aifiruſt of the ſeriptures, and that he can be certain vf nothing, 
not even of the fundamentals of chriſtianity, from wubat\ x; 11 
verel in them, though they ſpeak never ſo plainly; be it taugbi jo 
rely wholly upon this church, and not to believe one word the 
ſcripture /ays, unleſi his church ſays it too, 3 


T .charch 
1 is not above the /criptuye ; but only allows. thar-order 
between them, as is between the judge and the Zaw' ; And i 
no other than what generally every private member of the "A 
formation challenges to himſelf, as often as he pretends "fo 
ecide any daubt of his own, or his neighbour in religion, 4 
Interpreting #he feripture. Neither is he taught at All to M. 
truſt the /cripture, or not to rely on it; put only to Uiſtnilt 
mis own private interpretation of. it, and not to rely "on Ris 
own judgment, in the re/oiution of any doubt concettiing Fail 
or religion, though he can produce'feveral M in favour of 
this 9pini0r. But in all ſuch caſes he is commanded to recar 
to the church; and having learnt from her. the true ſenſe of all 
| ſuch texts; how they have been underſtood by the whole 
community of chriſtians, in all ages ſince the apoſtles ; and 
What has been their received wodtrine, in ſuch doubtful and 
difficult points; he is obliged to ſubmit to chis, and gen 
preſume on his o--˖n private ſentiments, however ſeemiin 
grounded on reaſon and  /erjpture, to believe or preach oy 
mew doctrine ofpgfite to the belief” of the church ; hut as. 
receives from her the bob, ſo alſo to receive from her dhe 
ſeuſe of the book: with à holy confidence, that The iht 
did not cheat him in delivering a falſe Bool for the cus ant. 
will not cheat him in delivering a falſe and erroneous 0 
the true one; her authority, which. is ſufficient in th nt, 
Ig . i in ds auff ant Nu garn, Prince Jebel 
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Papi miſpepreſenied and reprt ſentid- ty 

which :was | #nſufficient in the one, that is, ini finding out th 
true ſcripture, and diſcerning it from all other books; being 
as incapable and inſufficient in the other ; that is, in certainly 
diſcovering the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, and avoiding all 
other heterodox and miſlalen interpretations. s. 
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HE Papiſt -w/repre/ented believes the. ſeripture to: be 
imperfect: and for the ſupphing f what he thinks 
defective in it, he admits humane ordinations and traditions 
of men ; allowing equal authority to theſe, as to the ſcriptures 
themſelves ; thinking him/elf as much obliged to ſubmit to theſe, 
and believe them with divine faith,) at dies, aubatſoewer is 
written in the bible, and confefſedly ſpoken by the author of all 
truth; God bimſelf: Neitber. will he admit of any one 10 bt 
a member of his xommunion, although he undoubtedly believes 
every <vord that is written in the ſcripture ; unleſs he alſd 
a/jents'\ta theſe traditions, and gives as great credit to them, as 
to the word of God, although in that there. is not the leaſt foot= 
ſep of thtrtoherfiande.\\ fo IN A os 


ELIE VBDNU enn CASLICY YA. [0@ ' JI) V\  a\\ v , 
pf Keg Papiſt'?rvly repreſented believes the ſcripture: nod 

do be inperfect, nor toi want humane ordinations, or 
traditions of men, for the ſupplying any defects in it: Nei- 
ther does he allow the /ame authority to th, as to the word. 
of God ; or give them equal credit; or exact it of others, that 
deſire. to be admitted into the communion of his church. * He 
believes no Hauiue faith:ought tor be given to any thing, hut 
what is of divine revelation ; and that nothing is to have place 
in his ſcrea, but wWhat was taught by Chriſt, and his apoſtles, 
and has been believed and taught: in all ages by the churchiof 
Cod, the congregation of all true believers, and has been foi 
delivered down to him through all ages. But now, whether 
that which has been ſo delivered down to him, as the doctrine 
of Chriſt and his. apoſtles, has been By «word f month or aunit- 
ing, 12 ngetber indifferent to him ihe being neady:to foo 
in this point, 88ſün all others, the) command: of 8D. Paul, that 
u, to lard faf, and lold ibe traditions hei hat learned; where 
cher by. ward ori; by-epiſiles: 2 Their ad 0 look ap- 
an any one as anarhemd, that hall priach btheriviferaban be 
bas (thus): necrived; Gal“ i. 9. So that us, he ndoubtediy» 
9 1 rr #111) vd va Bu anon ce 
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1b A Na miſrepreſented and” reprefontad\. 
holds the whole bible to be the avord of God, becauſe im ull agu, 
it has been ſo taught, preached, believed and delivered 
ſucceſſively by the faithful; although they are not, nor 
|. Have not at any time been able to prove What hey" have 
thus taught, and delivered, with one gt of /eripture.” In 
the like manner, he is ready to receive and believe all this 
ſame congregation has, together with the 8:5/e, in all ages ſuc- 
ceſſively, without interruption, taught, preached, believed, and 


delivered as the dofrine of Chrift and his apofiles ; and aſſent to a 
it with divize faith; juſt as he does to the bb; { | fe 
any one anathema, that ſhall preach otherwife than he has thus I 
received. Y 44 V% wh «party tl 
| * 
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14. Of: Council. h 
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* HE Papift iſrepreſented believes that: the faith of 
Bis church may receive new additions every duy; 4 
that he is not only obliged to believe what Chriſt and bis apoſties 
taught, but alſo every definition or decree, 'of any general coun- 
eil aſſembled by the Pope, So that as often as any thing is if+ al 
, fSued out by the authority of any of theſt n pa $ 
and ordered to be believed; he thinks himſelf, under pain of a 
damnatian, immediately) bound to receive it; and having ad- ai 
Hed it to his creed, to afſent to it with as firm; fledfaft and li- 7 
vine a faith, as if it had been commanded by Cbri hinfelf, 2 
and decreed in the conſiſlory of heawen. Noobs 


F E Papiſt truh repreſented believes that the fairh of 
his church can receive no add/tions;\andthathes obliged | 
to believe nothing, beſides that which Ci and his apc 
taught, and if any thing contrary to this ſhould be defined und 
commanded to be believed, even by ten thouſand cui he 
believes it damnable in any one to receive it, and by ſuch de- 
crees, to make additions to his creed. However, he main” 
tains the authority of general councils law fully aſſembled whol® 
buſineſs it is, not to coin ab articles of faith, or dovileſfrol 
renets ; but only, as often as any point of received doftrme's 
impugned or called in queſtion to debate the umatcers nd: 
examine, what has been the belief of all nations. {hb e hers! 
preſent in their prelates)+ in that point; and this being agree® 
on, to 'publiſh- and make known to the world, which 8 ch 
catholick defrine, leſt by Chriſt and hib apoittes4\ apd-whics 
the ae broached errors. And by this means to prevent 1 
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1 Papift miſrepreſented and reprefented +5 
loſs of infinite number of ſouls, which might otherwiſe be de. 
luded,” amd carried away after: new inventions. And in this 
caſe he believes that he is obliged to ſubinit, and receive the 
decrees of ſuch a council; the paſtors and prelates tkere 
ent being by Chriſt and his apoſtles appointed ſor the 
ſion of ſuch controverſie. Ihey the car: of that 
flock committed to them, overaubich thy | G bas mn 
them o verſters to feed the thurch of God, Atty xx. 28. and to 
watch againſt thoſe men, who ſhould ariſe from among them 
2 ng perverſe things to drawo diſciples after nem. 
33. * And be having received command, as likewiſe 
— whole flock of Chriſt has, to obey their prolarcs andre be ſubs 
ject to them, who watch, and are te render an account for 
_ — — . —— yp — 2 5 „ That, be tha 
eareth them, | hear ift'; EST 
_— — 2 = X. 16. | * 


1 5. of infalliblity i in the G 


1 14 . 


a T. Pa iſt misrepreſented believes thie the poles 
prelateref bis wm ars infallible, and that like ſ m 
divine oracles, or petty deities, / they are exempt f 
and cannot deceive or be deceived : But this, efpecs 
they are met together in a general council. 7+ being a 
fart of bis faith, that then they are ſecure from all fakery 
and that it is as impoſible for them, hou ignorant, or wicked 
forever, to decline either to the right hand or to the Af, in any 
of their definitions and er as R is for God to the. 
E 1% 2 2 n 
k 20 22 


HE Papi truly „ the Fer 
„und prelates of his church are fallibie; that there bp 
„0er then hut any all into errom, and herelies; and 
vently liable to be deceived. But that the whole 
church ean fail, or be deceived in any one point of faith; i 
this he believes impoflible; knowing it to be built on erer 
promi ter; ſuch as ſecure her from all error, and danger of 
pre varication. Her foundation being 
which the gates ere on prevail; (Mart. xvi. 18. The? | 
1 that her, being Chrifi bintelf; Behold 1 ane 
<bith you l Bays,” (Matt. — GE — 
en, 8 comforter 


laid by Chriſt, again! | 


au l 


20 4 Popit\miſregro/onttd: avi neren 
teach! her all things, aud ſuggeſ i ber all: things: that N 
Bat ſaid a ber, ¶ Job. i xiv. 126.) The d to be 
thus pratected, taught, and aſſiſted, being not only x hile the 
ape ler lived, or for the firſt three, four or five hund 
next after; but for ewer, to the end of the world: Reba I 
am with von all days even unto the end of the  2arbd, (Matt, 
xxuĩii. 20.) He avill give you. another paraalete, thatibe may 
abide wwith you for' ever., (Fohn xiv. 10. 17 a. Spirit i 
trut b. And the thing, that ſhe is to be thus taught to the end 
of the world, being all truth: He all guide Jou: inia ul 

truth, ¶ Jab. xvi. 13.) Now being aſſured by theſe proms/es, 
that the church of Chriſt ſhall be taught all truih by the. ſye · 
cial aſſiſtance of the ho/y' Ghoſ?, to the end of the world; he 
has faith to believe, that Chriſt will make his der ; 
and that his church ſhall never fail, nor be corrupted with an- 
tichriſtian doctrine, nor be the miſtreſs of errors; but ſhalkbe 
| taught all truth, and ſhall-teach all truth to the conſummation 
of the world: and that whoſoever hears her, hears Chriſt: and 
| evhoſoever.' deſpiſeth ber, deſpiſes Chriſt ; and cught to be of 
teemed as a heathen or a publican, (Matt. xviii. 17.) The li 
afiſtance of the holy Ghoſt, he. believes to be in all g 
councils, which: is the church-repre/entztive : (as the parka- 
ment is the repreſentative; of the nation,) by which they are 
eſpecially. protected from all error, in all definitions and de- 
elarations in matters of faith. So that what the age. pro- 
nounced concerning; the reſult of their oouncil (AA. xv. 28.) 
I hath ſeemed good to the holy. Ghoſt, and to us; be does not, 
| doubt, may be prefixed to all the | determinations in point of 
faith, reſolved. on by any. general council. awfully. aſſembled 
fince that time, or to be held to the world's end. The He, 
ance being to extend as far as the promiſe. And though it 
ie puſſible that ſeveral of the prelates end guſſets in ſueti 
afembli; (s alſo many others in commygin; Wich thechu 
oH hriſt) Huld at other. times, either ghrough. prideſor- ige: 
araber, prevaticate; make innovations in faith, teach, erro-, 
neous" doctrines, and endeayour to draw numbers after them; 
yet he is taught, that, this does not at all argue a fallililig: in 
the church; nor prejudice her Ffaitb, but only the, perfouts, - 
r unhappiſy fall into theſe errors, and cut themſelves, 
off from being members of the myſtical body of Chriſt upon, 
| egriþ 1. Whilſt dhe belle of the church zemains pure and un 
taiatad) y and experiences the truth of what. St: Paul foretald, at- 
| grievous. avelves ſhall enter is anenf youu not. Hens phe 
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congregation of the faith 
the apofles, or the r | 
angelt. Neither, docs it reflect at all on che church's aurks- 
rig, or make the truth of, her doctrine to him 
hat many of her eminent members and ve been, r 
are enormous ſinners : Becauſe he is convinced that the pro- 
miſes of God's continual and un-interrupted aſſiſtance to his 

particular 


church are not to be made void by the wickedneſs of 
men, in | how ene dignities ſoever. 


156. 23 


NE Tag &-v4/raproeitech Believes the Papi to br his 
grea „und 40 be far above ue angels. That 
ri 45. — nt e church, dur mut this holy 
father bath — —- ot 
9 — — — 
fame reſpect, ſubmyſſion-and uu, as if porn it 
bis eevn-meuth, For 3 — . once racαπιννπ. 
the triple-crawn en bis bead, . TIHAIITs 
but is infallible and can do nothing amiſi. 


HE Papiſt wh repreſented believes the Pope tos 
none of his God, neither great nor unt; that he 
EE — 
. „ as is ſupreme 

created things, ſo alſo of his church, of which he acknow- 
ledges him to he the founder and hrα% But as, notwithiland- 
ing dhis Yor gforp and beaf;9of Chriſt over all-things, every 
father of à family : Owns himſelf to be of it under 
Ohriſt; and every king is confaſled ie % ford and yourr- 
—— —ä— . he believes, that 
[there is a paſtor, governir and brad of Chriff; cburchrunder 
Chrifl, to wit, the P ope or Biſhop of Rome, who is the u 
n Pater, to — Chriſt committed wo 


SER) 


| 


- dignity, he looks upon himſelf obliged to ſhew him that 


dentiy diſſemble; lie, and forſwear' bimſe!f in all what ſaver 
be pleaſer, and never be in 
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22 A Papiſt mi ſrepreſented and repreſeted. 
his fock; and who hath been followed now by a w1/ible 


the chriſtian world. And now believing the Prices enfoy 1 


ſabmiſſion and obedience; which is due to his place, x thing 
body can in reaſon or cotiſcience deny to any one itt vu or th 
has any /uferiority. Neither does he malte any doubt, but c 
aſſiſts thoſe who have this high charge with a par Heatar helpity 
grace with reſpect to their office and function, for the benefit of 
the whole flock : though he is not obliged to believe them in- 
fallible, (this being à point never defined by the church) 

eiae ite toy VOSS e 


much lels impeccable. 


1% „ % Of diſpenſations. i 


HE Papiſt mi/repre/ented believes, that the Pope has 


folve any one from the obligation of keeping the Commandments, 
So that, if he has but his holy father's * he may 3 


er of "being called ro an ac- 
count at the. laſt day; eſpecially i, his lying and forſweari 

r, for the tommon gbod of the church: there being then a 
ſure reward prepared 


nal /awws, Suuld hadi ſentence of death-paſſed on him; he ba- 
liberty at his laſt hour, on the ſcaffold or ladder, to make a 


publick deteflation of all ſuch crimes, to make protefiations of Bis 
Innocence ; to call God to witneſs, that he dies unjuſtly ; and 
that as he is immediately to appear before the ſupreme judge, he 
Anbot no more of any ſuch defigns,” and is as hart fromthe 
[guilt of them as the child unborn. Aud this though'tht evideiite 
. againfl him be as clear. as noon- duy, though the jury be ur 
Je impartial, and the) | 
Laing taken the ſacrament and oath of ſeereſy, and reveived 
abſolution, or a diſpenſation um the Pope, may then lie, 


udge newer fo con ſeiontidus. For that be 


- ſwear , forſwear, and proteſt all that he pleaſes without ſeru- 


ple, auith a good conſcience, chriftian-like,” holity and "cant- 
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of about 250 Biſhops acknowledged as ſuch in- AI apes,” 


authority to diſpenſe with the. laaus of God; and ab- 


for bim in heaven, as a recompence of 
His good intentions and heroick atchievements, * And if at any 
time he ſhould chance to be. catched in the management of "any 
.of theſe publicſh church- concerns, and being obnox#otts "to pe- 
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5 HE Papiſt truly repreſented believes; that the Po. 
1 has no authority to diſpbenſe with the ;/aw/rof God; 
296 that there is -n0pow#r upon earth can ab any one 
from the obligation of keeping: the commandments; or 'gwe - 
leave to lie r far/wean zi or male; that the breaking of any 
the heh divine precept. ſhall net be accbuntable ſor at the 
day of judgment. He is taught by his charch iti all books of 
direction, in all catechiſms, in all ſermons, that every die is 
a ſin 31 that ta call God to witneſs to an unt ruth is damnabis; 
that it ought not be done to ſave the whole world chat whoſo- 
ever does it, either for hisownper/onalaccount; or for the intereſt 
of church or pope,” or hatſoever elſe, muſt of nèceſſity an- 
ſyer for it at the laſt day, and pte his portion With the 
devil and his angels, if unrepentedof : and that no one can give 
leave for Hing. perjury, or committing any ſin; ore, pre- 
tend to, it, umleſs it be the devil himſelf, or ſome deviliſi mi- 
ni/lers, of his, ſuch as he deteſta imz his heart, and utterly a- 
bominates. And in conſequence to this he believes, that 
whoſoever at the hcur of his death denies any crime, of which 
he is guilty, and ſwears himſe!f to be innocent, when he is 
not ſo; can have na hope of mercy: but departing out of 
this world an enemy to God, and the truth, and with a lie 
in his. mouth, can expect no reward, but from the father of 
lies. And this, whatſoever his crime was, whether incurred 
by an undertaking for mother- church, or no; and whatſoever 
his pretences for the denial of the truth were, whether abu. 
trons, diſpen/ations, the. /acrament or "oath of. jerreſy, or 
whatſoever elſe; nothing of theſe being capable of excuſing 
bim in lies or perjury or making them to be iecent\y and not 
diſpleaſing to God. Nor indeed did he ever hear of theſe ſo 
much talked on diſpen/ations and abjolutions, from any prieſts 
of his church, either in ſermons or confeſſions; he never read 
of them in his books and catechiſms; he never ſaw the practice 
of them in any of his communion; it having been their cuſtom, 
ever ſince oat/s were firſt deviſed againſt them, rather to ſuf. 
fer the loſs of their goods, banihments, impriſonments; tors. 
ments, and death itſelf, than for /wear themſelves, or proteſt” 
the leaſt untruth, And it is not out of the memory of many that 
ſeveral might have ſaved their eſtates, and lives too, would 
they have ſubſcribed to, and owned but one lie; and yet re- 
fuſcd it z chuſing rather to die infamouſly, than prejudice 
their conſcience with an untruth, So that it ſeems a me 
| myncry 


#4: A Paniß mii nreſerted aud reprefemelh, \. 
myſtery to him, that thoſe of his profeſſion ſhoul 
—— to: lie and ſorſwear themſelves: 12 
and yet that they ſhould need nothing elſe but ig arid poje 
Jury for che quiet enjoyment of their eſtates,” for the ſavin 
their lives, for the.obtaining;places of higheſt: command; did 
dignity; ſuch: as would be extraordinarily advantageous fdr- 
their canſe; and the.intereſt:of their church. Aud yet that they 
ſhould generally chaſe rather to forego all theſe ſo 5 
Canveniences, than once lie or. for ſevear themſelves. And 
it not another great myſtery, that theſe diſpenſaribns for lying 
and ſwearing ihould be according to the received doftfing o 
his church; and yet that he, or any of his communion, were 
never inſtructed nor informed: of any ſuch diabolical point? 
nay, had never come to the knowledge of it, hal ie beten 
for the information received from ſome zealous ad verfaries, 
ſuch as relate either meerly aon truſt, or elſe ſuch as have” 
received a diſtenſation of lying from the devil, that they 
might charge the like doctrine on the church of Rome and the 
b. 1 29 | | 
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18, Of the depofing power, 0 


THE Papiſt iſrepreſentad belitwes, - that the Pope hut © 

. authority to diſpenſe withhis allegiance to his prince 
and that he needs no longer be a loyal jubjze?; and maintain 
the rights, privileges and authority of: his king, than the pops 
will give him leave. And that if this mighty father ould 
think fit to thunder cut an excommunication againſt bin, then 
heſhallbe deemed the beſt ſuljject, and moſt chriflian, that u 
take up arms againſt bim, and make him-a (acrifice to Rome: 
fa that there can be no greater danger to a king, than to have 
Popiſh /ubjets; be belding-his life among ft them only at tht 
pope's pleaſure. The v Amn, 


T is no part of the faith of the Papiſt truly repreſented to 
believe, that the Ppoe has authority. to diſpenſe with his” 
allegience to his ſovereign, or that he can depo/e princes upon 
any account whatſoever; | or give leave to their ſubjects to 
take up arms againſt them, and endeavour their ruin. He 
knows that the .depo/ing power has been maintained by ſome 
divines of his church, and that. it is in their opinion annexed 


to the papal chair. He ——_— 
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have endeayoured to act according to this power, but he alſo 
knows that this doctrine is ſo far from being looked upon as 
an article of the catholic faith, that it is as earneſtly oppoſed 
by the French papiſts, as it is by Engliſh proteſtants. And 
as for any danger arifing to kings from having popith ſubjeQs, 
it is very well known that princes in popiſh countries fit as 
ſafe on their thrones, and enjoy as much peace and ſecurity 
25 any other princes whatſoever; and that the papiſts here in 
Fr2/and can give as good proofs of their loyalty, and that to 
proteſtant kings, as che beſt of thoſe that clamour ſo loud 
20ainkt them. | 


19. Of Communion in one kind, 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented. believes, that he is no ln 
ger obliged to abey Chriſt's commands, than his church 
will give him leave; and that therefore, though Chriſt in- 
[iituted the ſacrament under botn kinds, and commanded it 
to be received fo by all; yet he thinks it not neceſſary, for any 
io do ſonow, but prieſts ; becauſe his church, for ſioth, hath 
forbidden the cup to the laitys aud put a flop to the precept of 
Cbriſt, who ſaid, Drink ye all of this, ( Mat. xxvi.) 


H E Papiſt traly repreſented believes, that he is obliged 
to obey all the commands of Chriſt : and that neither 
his church, nor any other poxver upon earth can limit, alter, 
or annul any precept of divine in/litution, contrary to the 
intention of the /aw-giver. Neither is the dental of the cu) to 
the laity, a practice any ways oppoſite to this his belief: he 
being taught, that though Chriſt inſtituted the d ſacra - 
nent under both kinds, and ſo delivered it to his apoſtles, who 
only were then preſent, and whom he then made Prieſts; yet 
he gave no command, that it ſhould be fo received by all the 
faithful: but left this indiferent, as is evident from his own 
words, where he attributes the obtaining life everlaſting 
(which is the end of the inftitution) no leſs to the receiving in 
one kind, than to the receiving under both kinds; aqwhen he ſays 
If any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever, He that eats 
me, even he ſhall live by me. He that eats of this bread ſhall liut 
for ever, (John vi. 51, 57, 58.) And a curious reader Wl 
may find as many texts for thus receiving under” one in,. 
for the vtber And St. Auguſtine was of opinion, that Chriſt | 
himſelf adminiſtred the /acrement to ſome of his diſciples 
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under one kind only, wiz. to thoſe two going to Farm bis 

( Luke xxiv. 30.) And that the apoſtles afterwards" did often ule 
practiſe the like, when they aſſembled, to break bread, (As. vob 

ii. &c) which place, he and other fathers explain of the ſa og 
erament, Ang. l. de Cons. Evang. c. 49.) And that it was the Chr 
cuſtom of the primitive chriſtians, to give it under one kind, ones 

to chiluren, to the fick, and to the faithful in time of perſecu- fan, 
| tion; and that men on a jonrncy uſed ſo to carry it with them, tet 


5s atteſted both by antient writers, and modern hiſtorians, Nay, 
he finds, that it was the practice of the church, to communi. 
| cate under one kind only, or elſe under both, as every one 
| thought good, for the firſt four hundred years after Chriſt: and 
that the firſt precept of receiving under bath kinds, was given 
to the faithful by Pope Les I. in the year 443. and confirmed 
by Pape Ge/afius in 490. not or the coriecting any abuſe, that 
had crept into the church, but for the diſcovering the Man:- 
thees, who (bring of opinion, that Chriſt had no true blood, 
and that wine was the gall of the Devil) uſed to lurk among 
the chriſtians, and receiving under the form of read only, as 
the reſt did, remained un-diſtinguiſhed, till by this obligation 
of all receiving the cup, (which they judged unlawful and abo- 
minable) they were detected. And now, if a thing (till that 
time indifferent.) was for theſe motives determined by an 
Eccifraliical precept and fo obſerved for ſome hundred years, 
without ſcruple or que ſtioning the authority; x hy ſhould he doubt 
to ſubmit to the ſame authority, when (upon different motives 
and circumitances,) they iſſue forth another precepe ? Few 
doubt of this, in the matter of eating ſlrangled meat and Bl 
which, though forbid by the apoſtles, (Achs xv.) and ſo at 
that time unlawful, is now, and upon other circumſtances, 


become a thing indifferent, and like other things. And eh 
why then ſhould he icruple in this, eſpecially fince there Ct 
is no injury done, nor he defrauded of any thing? For ul. 
believing the real preſence of Chriſt in the ſacrament, he 5 
conſequently believes a’ and living Jeſus to be intireh lal 
contained under either ſĩecies: And that (receiving under one Thy 
kind) he is truly partaker of the whole ſacrament, and a 
not deprived of cither the Body or Blood of Chrilt. | 4 
fo 

| : 20. Of the Maſs. . 
| T HE Papiſt i ſrehreſente beliewes an inſufficiency it J 


the lacrifice wade &y Chriſt #pon the Croſs: And _ 
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3 


n death vill little avail us in order to our redemption, 


wuleſs | we, 


by daily ſacrificing him to his Father, ptrfe# 


what he began. And therefore, little taking notice of St. Paul's 


«vords to the Hebrews, (Chap. x. 


14) where he ſays, that 


Chrift our High-Prieft by one oblation hath perfected for 


ever them that are ſanctified; he thinks be Hall never be 


* 


fanfified, but by the oftzring made by bis Maſs- Prieſts upon 


their” Altars, when they ſay Mais. 


HE Papit truh repreſented believes that the ſacrifice 


made by Chriſt upon the Cres was altogether ſuffi- 
cient : That by it he ſaved and redeemed us, paying the 
debt of fin, and ſatisfying the infinite juſſice of his Father. 
That by it he procured for us all means for our falvation ; all 
graces in order to faith and goad works, all the ſacraments, 
and which of all things is moſt honourable to God, the 


offering of a. ſacrifice. 


But as Chriſt's copie of God, 


Chriſt's fa/ting, Chriſt's pra, ing and /uffering for us, does 
not hinder or evacuate our 2wo:/:pping of God, our fafting, 
our /uffering, our praying, for ourſelves ; ſo neither did his 


ſacrifice hinder or evacuate all /acrifices. for ever, 


And 


as he inſtituted faſting, praying, and ſuffering for his fol- 
lowers, that by ſo doing, they might apply what he did to 
themſelyes ; ſo allo he inſtituted a /acrifice ; that by it they 
might apply the merits of his ſacrifice, and make it beneficial 
to their ſouls. So that though he firmly believes, that Chrift 
offered ſacrifice for our redemption, and by. one only offering, 


(ſpoken of by St. Paul) 


perfected by way of redemption: the 
ſandꝭ iſication of all thoſe that are ſanctified: Vet he alſo 


believes, that to receive the benefit of this offering, we 
muſt alſo do aur parts, by our good works concurring with 
Chriſt, and in ſome manner purifying our own ſelves, 1 Joh. 
lit, 3. and therefore not omit the bef? of all works, which 
is /acrifice; Which our ſaviour Feſas Chrift inſtituted at his 
laſt ſupper, when leaving unto us his Body. and Blood under 
two diſtinct ſpecies of Bread and Wine, he bequeathed as 


a /egacy to his apoſtles, not only a ſacrament, but allo a 
ſacrifice; A commemorative ſacrifice, lively repreſenting in 


an unbloody manner, the bloody ſacrifice, which was offered 
for us upon the C,; And by a diſtinction of the ſym- 
bols, diſtinctly Gexwinz forth his (Chriſt's) death until he come. 
This he gave in charge to his apeſlles, as to the firſt and 


chief prie/ts of the New teflament, and to their ſucceſſors 
I / r C 2 1 L $32 V3} 
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32.) where he ſays, whoſoever /þ 
in the world to come. By which words Chrift evidently 
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to offer; commanding, them to do the ſame thing he hay 
there done at his /af{ ſupper, in commemoration of him, 
And this is the ob/ation, or ſacrifice of the Maſi, which has 
been ob/erved, performed, frequented by the faithfal in all 
ages, atteſted by the general conſent of all antiquity, univer- 
11 tradition, and the practice of the whole church; mentioned 
and allowed of by all the fathers greet and latin; and never 
called into queſtion but of late years; being that pure'ofaring 
which the prophet Malachy foretold ſhould be offered among 
the genti/es in every flace, Mal. i. 11. as this text was ever 
unde: ſtood by the ancient fathers, Ip 


21. Of Purgatory. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented believes, contrary to all rea. 

ſon, to the word of God, and to all antiquity, that, be- 

ſides heaven and hell, there is a third glace which his church 
is pleaſed to call purgatory ; a place intended purely for thoſi 
of his communion, where they may eafily have admittancy 
after this life, without danger of falling into Hell; for, 


that though Hell avas defigned firſi, for the puniſhment of 


finners ; yet (that now, fince the bleſſed diſcovery of pur- 
gatory) Hell may eafily be ſripped over; and an eternal 
damnation avoided, for an exchange of ſome ihort penalty 
undergone in this Pope's priſon, 


HE Papiſt !ruly repreſented believes it damnable to 

admit of any thing for faith, that is contrary to rea- 
fon, the word of God, and all antiquity : But that the being 
of a third place (called purgatory) is ſo far from bein 
contrary to all, or any of theſe, that it is atteſted, ee 
and eſtabliſned by them all. It is expreſly taught in the ſecond of 
the Machabees, c. xii. where money was ſent to Feruſalin, 
for ſacrifices to be offered for the ſlain, and it is recommended 
as holy and wholeſome to pray for the dead that they may 
be looſed from their fins. Now theſe two books of Macha- 
bees were certainly held in great vencration by all antiquity : 


and as St. Auguſline informs us (L. xviii. de civ. Dei) were 


then accounted canonical by the church. The being alſo of a 
third place is plainly intimated by our Saviour, (Matth. xi. 

r againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
it ſhall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither 
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pentance here: 2. hat ſuch ſmall fins do not deſerve eternal 
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ſuppoſes, that (though theſe ſhall not) yet ſome fins are for- 
given in the world to come: Which ſince it cannot be in 
Heaven, where no /in can enter; nor in Hell, where there 
is no remiſſion; it muſt neceſſarily be in ſome midale-flate: And 
in this ſenſe it was underſtood by St. Auguſtine above thirteen 
hundred years ago, (Civ. Dei. I. 11. c. 13, & 24. & lib, 
6. cont. Fulian. c. 15) fo alſo by St. Gregory the Great, (L. 
4. Dial. c. 39.) In the ſame manner does 8. uſtine un- 
derſtand thoſe words of St. Paul, (1 Cor. iii. 1 -) He him/elf i 
/hall be ſaved: yet ſo as by fire, Where he thinks him to 

ſpeak of a furging fire, ( Aug. in P/al. 37.) So the ſame 
father underſtands that priſon of which St. Peter ſpeaks, 
(1 Pet. iii. 19.) to be ſome place of temporal chaſtiſt ment, 
(Aug. Ep. 99.) And if this great Doctor of the church in 
thoſe purer times, found ſo often in the bible, a place of 
pains, after this life, from whence there was releaſe ; how. 
can any one ſay, without preſumption, that the being of a 
third place, is contrary to the avord of (God? Neither can 
the antiquity of this doctrine be more juſtly called in que- 
ſtion, of which is found ſo early mention not only by this 
holy father; but by divers others his predeceſſors, who came 
not long after the apoſtles, and were the beſt witneſs of 
their doarine, (See Hela SS. Perpet. & Felicit. mentioned 
and approved by S. Auguſtine I. 1. de Anima & jus Orig. c. 
10. J 3.c. 9. & 4. c. 18. Tertullian J. de Cor. Mil. c. 3. 
& L de monozamia. S. Cyprian, Ep. 66. ad Cer. Arnobius. 
J. 4. contra Gen. &c. &c. &c. And as for the reaſonableneſs 
of this tenet ; his rraſon, convintes him, 1 Tbat every 
fin how flight ſoever, though no more than an idle word, 
as it is an cff:nce of God, deſerves puniſhment from him, 
and will be puniſhed by him hereafter if not cancelled by re- 


puniſhment. 3. That few depart this life ſo pure as to bz 
mtally exempt from ſpots of this nature, and from every 
kind of debt to God's juſtice. ' 4. Therefore that few wilt 
eſcape without ſuffering ſomething from his juſtice for ſuch Wl 
debts which they have carried with them out of this world? 
according to that rule of divine juflice by which he treats i 
every ſoul hereafter according to their works, and according | 
to the ſtate in which he finds them in death. Thus his reaſon 

convinces him that there muſt be fome hv place, for, ſince | 
the infinite goodneſs of God can admit nothing into heaven, 
which is not clean, and pure —_ all ſin both great and ou- 
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And his infinite juſtice can permit none to receive the reward 
of lig, who as yet are not out of debt, but have ſomething - 
in juſtice to ſuffer: There muſt of neceſſity be ſome place 
or ſlate, where ſouls, departing this life, pardoned as to the 
eternal guilt or pain, yet obnoxious to ſome temporal penalty, 
or with the guilt of ſome venial faults, are 2 and pu- 
riſied before their admittance into heaven. And this is what 
he is taught concerning purgatory. Which, though he knows 
not, where it is; of what nature the pains are, or how long 
each ſoul is detained there ; yet he believes, that thoſe, that 
are in this place, being the living members of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are relieved by the prayers of their fellow- members here 
on earth, as alſo by alms and maſſes offered up to God for 
their fouls. And as for ſuch as have no relations or friends 
to pray for them, or give alms, or procure maſſes for their 
relief; they are not neglected by the church, which makes 
a general commemoration of all the faithful departed in 
every maſs, and in every one of the canonical hours of the 
divine office. | | 


22, Of praying in an unknown tongue. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented is counſelled by his church, 
to be preſent at ſermons, but never permitted to hear 
any, he is able to undeiſtand : they being all delivered in 
an unknown tongue. He is taught to pray, but it muſt be in 
latin. He is commanded to aſſiſi at the church-ſervice, and tg 
hear maſs, but it muſt be without under/ſianding a word ; 
it being all performed in a language, of which he js altoge- 
ther ignorant. And thus he is miſerably deprived of all the 
comfortable benefits of chriſtianity: hearing, but without un- 
derſlanding, praying, but without reaping fruit; aſfſiſling at 
gublick aſſemblies, but like a ſtock or ſtone, whout feeling, or 
any the leaf ſenſe of develion. 


HE Papiſt ?r4ly repreſented is counſelled by his church 
to be preſent at /ermons, ſuch as he is able to under- 
ſtand, they being always delivered in the walgar language of 
every country: In France, French: in Spain, Sjaniſh ; in 
Italy, Lalian: in England, (if permitted) Engliſh. They 

being purely intended for the good inſirudfion of the congre- 
| pation preſent. He is taught to pray, and always provided 
| with ſuch bool of devotion. as he is capable of underſta 
| | | 0g 3: 


| | | 
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ing; every nation being well furniſhed with ſach helpe 
extant in the language proper to the country. He is com- 
manded to aſſiſt at the church ſervice, and to hear ; 
and in this he is inſtructed, not ſo much to underftand the 
words, as to know what is done, For the Maſs being a /a- 
crifice, wherein is daily commemorated the death and paſſion 
of Chriſt, by an oblation, made by the prieſt, of the body 
and blood of the immaculate /amb, under the ſymbols of 
bread and wine, according to his own in/litution 3 it is not ſo 
much the buſineſs of the congregation preſent, to employ 
their ears in attending to the awords, as their hearts in cons 
templation of the divine myfteries, by raiſing up fervent 
affections of love, thankſgiving, ſorrow for ſins, reſolutions 
of amendment, &c. That thus having their heart and 
intention united with the prieſt's, they may be partakers of 
his prayers, and the /acrifice he is then offering; than which 
he believes nothing is more acceptable to God, or beneficial 
to true believers. And for the raiſing of theſe affections in 
his ſoul, and filling his heart with love and devotion, he 
thinks, in this caſe, there is little need of words; a true faith, 
without theſe, is all-ſufficient. Who could but have burſt 
forth into tears of love and thankſgiving, if he had been 
preſent while our Saviour was tied to the pillar, ſcaurged and 
tormented, though he opened not his mouth to the by-ſtanders, 
nor ſpoke a word ? who would have needed a /z>mon to have 
been filled with grief and compaſſion, if he had ſeen his 
Savieur expoſed to the ſcorn of the Feaus, when he was made 
a bloody ſpectacle by Pilate, with, Ecce homo, Lo the man! 
Who could have ſtood cold and ſenſeleſs, upon mount Catvary 
under the cr9/s, when his Redeemer was hanging on it, though 
he had not heard, or underſtood a word that he ſpoke? - 
Does any one think that thoſe holy women, who followed 
their /ord, in theſe ſad paſſages, and were witneſſes of his ſuf- 
ferings, wanted holy affeQions in their ſouls, | becauſe he 
ſpoke not; or were they ſcandalized at his fence ? Was not 
their faith in him that ſuffered, by which they believed him 
to be Chriſt Feſus, true God and Man, laying down his 
life for the redemption of Man, ſufficient to excite in their 
ſouls all the paſſions due from a ſinful creature, to his bleedin 
Redeemer, to his crucified Feſus? The like faith allo is ſuf- 
ficient to fill him with devotion, when he is preſent at the 
holy ſacrifice of the Maſs; for, believing that Chriſt is there 
_ really preſent before him, under the tpecies of bread and 
wine, and that be that lies upon the altar, is the amb. of 
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God that takes away the fins of the world ; what need of more, 
to quicken in his ſoul all the affections of a devout lauer? Can he 
behold his redecmer before him, and not break forth into hue 
and thankſgiving? can he ſee him, that gives ſight to the 
blind, health to the ſick, and life to the dead, and yet ſtand ill 
ſenſeleſs and un- moved, without putting up any pe/itionto him, 


without aſking any thing for his Sind, fick and finful foul? can 


he believe that he that gives his life for the world, and died for 
our ſins, is there before him, and not be touched with ſorrow 
and contrition for his offences? can he ſee commemorated every 
doleful paſſage of his Saviour's /xferings, in the ſeveral myſte- 
ries of the Maſs, and yet not be filled with grief and compa/+- 
fon? is not Feſus welcome to a devout foul, although he come 
in //ence ? is not the preſence of Chriſt, a more forcing, motive 
to a chriflian, than any human words could be? And if he 
muſt needs have avords, let him behold with the eye of fazththe 
gaping <veunds of his Redeemer, and fee if thoſe peak nothing 
to his /e? if they do not, it is becauſe he wants Faith. 
It nothing therefore concerns his dewotion, that the 
Maſs is ſaid in Latin: if the church has ordered it thus, fo 
to preſerve unity, as in faith, ſo in the external worſhip of 
God; and to prevent a/terations and changes, which it would 
be expoſed to, if in æ gar languages; and for other good reaſons ; 
what is that to him? he ſhould receive but little advantage, 
if it were in his mother tongue. For, beſides that the greateſt part 
is ſaid in ſo lo a wire, that it is not poſſible he ſhould hear it; 
the words do not belong to him, but only to the prieſt's office; his 
obligation is, to accompany the prieſt in prarer, and ſpirit, 


to be a joint-offerer with him, to contemplate the my/tericr 


there repreſented, and to excite in his foul devotions ac- 
cording to the exigency of every paſſage: according ta 
the directions he finds in his engliſe prayer-books , of 
wich there are extant: great variety, ſet forth for the help 


of the ignorant; by which they are taught the meaning 


of every part and ceremony of the Ma, and how | to 
apply their devotions accordingly. - And- if at any time he 
be preſent at other publick dewetions, which are performed in 
latin ; or ſhould ſay. any private prayers, or. fing a hymn 
in the ſame language, which he underſtands not; yet is he 
taught that this may be done, with great benefit: to his ſoul 
and the acceptance of God, if at theſe occaſions- he does 
but endeavour to raiſe his thoughts to heaven, and fix. his 
heart upon his Maker. For that God does not reſpect the 


Anguage of the /ips, but of the heart, daes not attend the 
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permitted to know the commandments, but by 


be out of all danger of falling into any ſuperſtitious worſaip or 


1 Papi mifreprifentil and" regriſented. 3 
motion of che LI the 2 if ter be but 
directed to him in rhantHgiving, in praifing, in'priitioninng, 
in humiliation, in contrition, and ſuch like acts, as circumſtan- 
ces require, he need not doubt but that God actepts his 


trayers and dewotions. It being an undeniable thing, that, 


to ſay prayers well and 'dewoutly, it is not neceſſary to have 
attention on the avords, or on the en, of the prayers; but 
rather purely on God. Of theſe three arterricnt, this /aff 
being approved by all, as of greateſt perfection, and moſt 
pleaſing to God. And this he can have, whether he un- 
derſtands the words or no. It being very uſual and eaſy for 
a petitioner to accompany his petition with an earneſt deſire 
of obtaining his ſuit, though the language in which it B 


o 


worded, be unknown to him. 


2 3, Of the Second | Commandment. ; 


Ts Tapiſt miſrepreſented is kept in ignorance, as to an 
eſſential part of his duty towards God; never being 
| Ives, For tn 
the books delivered to him for his inflru&ion, (ſuth as cate- 
chiſms and manuals, ) the ſecond commandment i wholly 
left out; and he by this means is taught to " into all forts 
of ſuperſtitious worſhip, and down-right i 


23 H E Papiſt 13 repreſented is inſtructed in his 0 
duty towards (od, aud moſt eſpecially in the ten com- 
mandments, He is taught to underſtand them all and every 
one: that there is an obligation of obſerving them, under pain 
of eternal damnation; and that whoſoever breaks any one of 
them, loſes the favour of God, and as certainly hazards the 
loſs of his ſoul, as if he broke them all. And though in ſome 
thort catechi/ms in which the whole chriſian doctrine is deli- 
vefed in the moſt compendious and eaſy method, in condeſcen- 
dence to weak memories, and low capacities, the ſecond com- 
mandment (as it is reckoned by ſome) be omitted: yet is it 


to be ſeen at length in other catechiſms, manuals, and doctrinal 
| boaks, to be met with every-where in great plenty. And 


if any one ſhould chance not to ſee any of theſe, yet would he 


idolatry :'for that having read his firff commandment, Thou ſhalt 
lave no other God's before me; he is taught by this, that = 
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is commanded to ſerve, love, adore and worſhip one onfy true, 
living and eternal God, and no more: that it is forbidden him, 
to worſhip. any creature for a God, or to give it the honour 
due to God; andthat whoſoever worſhips any idols, images, pic- 
tures, or any graven thing (whatſoever the object be, whether 
in 1. in the earth beneath, or in the waters under 
the earth) for God, breaks the commandment, by committing 
 #dolatry, and ſtands guilty of an inexcuſable aud moſt damnable 
ſin. Now having been taught, that this is the intent of the 
Fife 50%. of the decaligue, he thinks there can be but little 
danger of his becoming ſaperſtitiaus in his worſhip, or an idola- 
ter, for want of the /econd; there being nothing in this, but 
what he is fully and expreſly inſtructed in, by having learned 
the rf; it being rather an exp/ication of this, than any ne 
and diftin precept; and for this reaſon he finds them in his 
books, put together as one, or rather as the ff commandment, 
with its explication; by which means it comes about, that 
there are only three in the fit table, teaching him his duty to- 
wards God, and /even in the latter, concerning his duty to his 
Neighbour ; which is the diviſon aſſigned by St. Auguſtine. And 
though St. Hizrom. obſerves not this method, but divides them 
Into four and ſix; yet there being no direction in /criptur? 
concerning the aumber of the commandments, to. be aff 

to each table; nor to, let us know, which is the fir ft, u hich. is 
ſecond, which the third commandment, or which the %; he 
is taught that it is but an azxzce/ary trouble, to concern himſetf 
about the vumber of them, or di viſiau, when as his whole buſinels 
ought to be, the ob/ervance of them in his life and converſation, 
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24. Of mental reſervations, 


| HE Papiſt miſrepreſented 7s taught to keep no faith 
coith any that are refuted hereticks by his church ; and 

that what/vever promiſe he has made, though never /o poſitive 
and firm, nwith this fort of people, he may lawfully break, and 
cheat and coxen them nwithout any ſcruple. And though he muſt 
nut. do this by coun right lying, and telling untruths.z for 
that would be a ſin ; yet he may make uſe of any indired ways, ſucb 
as diſſimulation, equivocations, and mental reſervations, and 


s the/e means. draw them into his ſnares ; and this without 


fear of offending God, who is <vell pleaſed with theſe hind 


of pious crafts, and allows of theſe holy cheats, 
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religion, but from following their own corrupt inclinations, 
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TE Papit tal reigned is taught to keep Faith with 
all forts of people, of whatſoever ;udoment or 22 

they be, whether in communion with his a. or no; he 
is taught to ſtand to his word, and obſerve his promiſe given, 
or made to any v hatſoever: and that he cannot cheat or cozen, 
whether by di embling, egui vocations, or mental reſervations, 
without defiance of Fs own conſcience, and the violation of 
God's /aw. This is the inſtruction he receives from the pulpit, 
the confe/fonzry, and his books of direction. and nothing 
is more inculcated in his church than fincerity and truth. But 
as to the doctrine and practice of equivocations and mental re- 
ſerwations, ſo far from being approved by his church he finds 
it expreſly cenſured by Pope Iunscent xi. in a decree iſſued forth 
March 2, 1679, prohibiting the teaching or maintaining of 
it under pain of excommunication. He is taught therefore 
to ſpeak plainly and fincerely, without any ſuch like arti- 
fices, which cannot be but very injurious to all foctezy, and 
diſpleaſing to the fir truth, And now if any authors in 
communion with his church, be produced as patrons and abet- 
tors of theſe mental juggles, let them hold up their hands, 
and anſwer for themſelves : Their church has approved of 
no ſuch doctrine, and is no more to be charged with their 
particular opinions, than with the unexemplar lives of other her 
members, whoſe irregularities are not at all derived from their 


and giving way to the temptations of their enemy. 


25 Of a death-bed repentance, 


F HE Papiſt miſrepreſented i; bred up in a total negle#2 of 
the ſervice of God, and of all wirtue and devetion,awhile he + 
ts well, and in good health, upon preſumption of deathbed-repent- - 
ance, and a confidence, that all his fins will be certainly forgiven, 
if he can but once ſay, Lord, have mercy upon me, at th; lait hour, 
And it is a ſufficient encouragement to him, to rely wholly aon 
this to ſee that there is no ſuch profligate villain, none that hat 
lived, thrugh to the heighth of wickedneft and debauchery in hin 
communion 3 bat at his death he ſhall be afſifled by a prieſt, and 
Hall receive an abſolution from all his fins, with an ab/oluts 
fromi/e of being ſoofdmitted to bliſs, and reigning wvith Chriss, 
if be can but once ſay, he is forty ; or if his nice fail him - 
1% as with by a nod of bit bead, of the motion of a finger. 
, 1 TY 


| 


. 


FT HE Papiſt zruly repreſented is bred up in the ſervice and 

] love of God, tau ＋ work his falvation in rar and 
trembling, to provide in health · time againſt the 4% hour, and 
by 10 means to rely upon a death-beq- r : for that 
men, (generally ſpeaking,) as they live, ſo they die; and it 
is to be feared greatly, that thoſe, who neglect God Al. 
mighty, and forſake him all their Ae-time, will never find 
him at their death. So that, (with St. Auguſtine,) he doubts 


che Salvation of as many as defer their ccnverſion till that 


hour. However, if any are found, that have been ſo negleciful 
of their duty, as to put off this great buſineſs of eternity to the 
laſt moment, he is taught, that in charity, they opght ta have 
all a/i/ance poſſible, to put them in mind of their condition, 


to excite them to a hearty deteſtation of all their offences; to 


let them know that though they deſerve hell fire in puniſh» 
ment of their wickedneſs, yet that they ought by no means 
to de/pair, for that God is merciful ; and, who knows, but if 


they heartily call upon him, and endeavour for a ſincere 


repentance, with an humble confidence on the merits and paſe 
fron of Feſus Chriſt, he may hear their prayers, ſhew them 
mercy, and give them time to repent. Theſe are all the pro- 
miſes can be given in this point; and this is what he ſees daily 
practiſed; and if ſome, by theſe means, are preſerved from 
falling into deſpair, it is well: but as for any receiving from 
hence, eucouragement of coming into the /ike circumſlances, 
he thinks there is but little danger; eſpecially ſince there is 


nothing ſo often repeated in books, no more common ſubjects 


for ſermons, than the diſplaying the manifold perils of delay- 
ing one's Converſion, and putting off repentance till the 14ſt 


hour. 


29. Of faſting. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreented is contented with the appearance 
of devotion 3 and looking nut beyond the name of mortifica- 
tion, he fits aowuen well ſatisfied with the ſhadow, without ever 
faking care for the ſubſtance. And thus being a great preten- 
der to faſting, and the denial of himſelf, he thinks he has ſuffi 
ciently complied awith his duty in this point, and made good bit 
claim; if he has but abſtained from fleſhy. and thongh at the 
fame time, he regales himſelf at nout, «with all variety of the 
choiceſt fiſh, and uffs himſelf at night with the be c 
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2 junkets, and driuls all day the plea ſanteſ wines, 
and other liquors: yet he perſuades himſelſ. that he is à truly 
mortiſied an, and that he has done a work of great force, in 
order to the ſuppteſſing his corrupt inclinations, and ſatisſying 
for the offences of his life paſt. Nay, he has ſuch a prepoſterous 
conceit of things, that he believes it a greater ſin to eat the 
leaſt bit of fleſh on a faſting-day, than to be down-right drunk, 
or commit any other exceſs: as having leſs ſcruple of breaking 
the commandments of God than of violating any ordinance of 
the pope, or any law of his church, | | 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented is taught by his church that 
the appearance of devotion, the name of morti- 
fication, and pretence to it, are only vain and fruitleſs things, if 
they are not accompanied with the /ubfance. And chat it is but a 
very lame compliance with the eccleſiaſtical precept of Faſing, 
to abſtain from eb, unleſs all other ect are at the ſame * 
time carefully avoided. It is true; his church has not forbid- 
den on theſe days the drin&ing. of cine, but permits à mo- 
derate uſe of it, as at other times: But is ſo far from giving 
liberty to any of her flact of committing exceſs, that ſhe de- 
clares drunkenne/s and all g/uttony whatſoever, to be more 
heinous and ſcandalous fins on fach days, than on any other: 
they being expreſly contrary, not only to the /azzv of God, but 
alſo to the intention of the church, which appoints theſe times 
for the retrenching debaucheries and conquering our vicious 
appetites. And now if any of his prefeſſion make leſs ſcruple 
of being dr«n& on a faſiing-day, than of eating the leaſt bt } 
fleſb, he knows nothing more can be ſaid of them, than of ||| 
man of another communion, who will not break the Sabbath 
day by doing any /ervile word on it, for all the- world, 
looking on this as a molt damning fin; and yet at the fame 
time, have but little ſcruple of fearing, curfing, Hing, or revels 
ling the greateſt part of the day. Which is not, becauſe they 
have —— theſe, than the former ; they being all 
moſt wicked oft-new; but becauſe they that do thus, are bat 
chriſtians by halbes, who with a kind of phari/aica! and 
rartial obedience, ſeem to bear ſome of the commandments molt i 

zealouſſy in their hearts, While they trample others unver _ || 
their Net; ſerupling many times at à moat, and on other oc- || 
caſio::s paſſing by a beam undiſcerned : for which their church 
is not to be accountable, but they themſelves, as being guiity af 
a wilful blindneſs, and a moſt — negligence. bh. 


is the real caſe of ſuch of his rommunion, who, on days of 
Fumiliation, while they abſtain from 6, yet give ſcandal 
by their zntemperateneſs. They have a command of God, by 
which they are obliged on a// days to live /oberly, and to avoid 
all gluttony and drunkenneſs ; and on. faſting days, beſides this 


are bound (if able) to eat but one meal in a dav, and that not 
of fleſh. And now if ſome are ſo ignorant and careleſs, as to 
be icrupulouſly obſervant of one of theſe commands, and wholly 
negligent of the other; it is not becauſe their re/igzon teaches 
them to do ſo, (which deteſts and condemns all ſuch ſcandalous 

. partiality, and complying with their duty by hatwes) but bes 
cauſe they ſhut their ears to all good Inſtruction, and chuſe 
rather to follow their own corrupt appetites, than the wholſom 
doctrine of cheir church. 


27. Of diviſions and ſchiſms in the church, 


H E Papiſt miſrepreſented 7s of a religion, in which 

there are as many ſchiſms as families: and they art 
Jo divided in their opinions, that commonly, as tany as 
meet in company, ſo many ſeveral tenets are maintained. 
Hence ariſe their infinite and endleſs diſputes; and the dif- 
egreement of their divines, avho pretend to give a true and 
folid explicatian of the myſteries of the cbriſtian faith, and 
pet differ in as many points as they write of, Beſides, wwhat 
wvariety of judgments is there in their religious houſes and 
clojſters, no one azreving with another, in their fonndation, in- 


Dominick, that of St. Francis, a third of St. Bernard, others 
of St. Benedict; and /o wwithout number; ſo that as many 
orders as many religions. And yet they pretend to chriſtian 
unity, amid/? this diverſity growing upon them every day. 


HE Papiſt ul repreſented is of a religion, in which 


it (aowever ſpread through the world) agreeing like one man, 
in every article of their faith, by an equal /ubmifion to the 
determinations of their church. And no one of them, though 
moſt learned ard wiſe, ever following any other rule in their 
| faith beſides this, of aſſenting to all, that the church of God, 
| planted by Chriſt, aſſiſted and protected by the Holy Ghoſt, pro» 
e to rhe faithful to be believed ni the dotriue of the , 
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command of God, they have a church-precept, by which they 
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ſtitution, and profeſſion: This being of the religion of St. 


there are no ſchiſins or ſeparat ion Wall the members of 
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and received as ſuch im all ages. That is, all unanimouſly to 
believe as the church of God believes. No one of his communion 
ever doubting of this, or ſerupling to receive any thing after 
his church's declaration. And now, though they all thus 
conſpire in 'every point of faith; yet there 'is great diverfity 
among /choot-men in their divinity-points and qpinions of ſueh 
matters, as are no articles of faith, and which being never de- 
fed by their church, may be maintained ſeverally, either 2his 
or that way, without any breach of faith, or injury to their re- 
ligion and of theſe things only they diſpute, and have their 
debates in manner of a ſchool exerciſe, without any diſagree- 
ment at all in their belief, but with a perfect unity. The like 
unity is there amongſt their re/igrous orders, all which ſay the ſame 
Creed, oun the ſame autbority in the church of Chriſt tand in every 
thing profeſs the ſame faith; and have no other differences, than 
as it were of fo many ſeveral ſteps, or degrees in the practice of a 
devout and holy life. Some being of a more ſevere and flri# 
diſcipline, others of a more gentle and moderate. Some ſpen- 
ding more time in praying, others more in watching, others 
more in fafting ; ſome being intended for the catechifing, and 
breeding up of youth; others for taking care of ho/31ta/s, and 
looking after the „ic; others for going among infde/s, and 
preaching to them the Goſþe/ of Chrift, and for ſuch like 
pious and chriſtians deſigns, to the greater glory and honour of 
God. Which differences make no other difference in the ſe- 
veral profeſſors, than there was between Mary and Martha, 
who expreſſed their love and ſervice to their Lord in a very 
different employ ; but both commendably, and without any 


danger of prejudicing the unity of their faith, 


28. Of fryars and muns.. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented i: taught to have a high efleem 
for all thoſe of his communion, who claiftering them- 
ſelves up, become Fryars and Nuns; a: fort of people who 
call themſelve; religious, and are nothing but a religious cheat; 
under the cloak of piety, and pretence to devotion, deceiving the 
world; and liaung to the beig ht of wickedne/5, under the notion 


of Saints, | 


HE Papiſt rush repreſented is taught to have a high 
. eſteem for thoſe of his 8838 who undertake that 
2 ſort 


* * 
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God abuſed ? 1s not chriſtianity it ſelf ãbuſed, and even the 


ſort of life, which according to Chritt's own direction, and his 
apoſtles, is pointed out as the be. A ſort of people who endea- 
vonr to perform all that God has commanded, and alfo what he 
has coun/elledas the better, and in order to more per fection. They 
hear Chriſt declaring the danger of riches ;they thereforeembrate 
a,vluntary poverty, and lay aſide all titles to wealth and poſſeſ- 
ſions. St Paul preaches that he that giveth not bis Virgin 
in marriage, doth better than he that does; and that ſbe a 
is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord, how ſhe may be. 
holy both in body and in ſpirit : they therefore chuſe a fingle 


fate, conſecrating their Firginity to God; that ſo they may 


be wholly intent on his ſervice, and be careful haw to pleaſe 
him; while ſhe that is married cares for the things of the 
evorld, how be may pleaſe her huſoand, 1 Cor. vii. 32, 33, 34. 
38. T he goſpel proclaims, that thoſe that will leo Chris, 
muſl deny themſelves; they therefore renounce their own <u/lr,, 
and without reſpect to their own proper inclinations, pals. 


their life in a perpetual obedience, And becauſe the world is. 


corrupt, ſo that to a pious Soul every buſineſs is a difirafion,. 
every diverſion a temptation, and more frequently provocations 
to evil, than examples to goa; they therefore retire from it 
as much as poſſible, and conſtning themſelves to a little corner 
or cell, apply themſelves wholly to devotion, making prayer 
their buſineſs, the ſervice of God their whole employ, and the 
Salvation of their fouls their only deſign. And now, if in 
theſe retirements, where every thing 1s ordered as it may be 
molt advantageous for the promoting virtue and devotion, 
and nothing permitted that is likely to prove a diſturbance to god- 
lineſs, or ailurement to evil, yet ſome (for, God be praiſed, 
it is far from being the caſe of the generality) live /candalouſly, 
and give ill example to the world: what can be ſaid, but that 
no /tate can ſecure any man; and that no ſuch proviſion can 
be made in order to a holy lie, but it may be abuſed? But yet 
he does not think that ſuch ab#/es, and the viciouſneſs of ſome, 
can be argument enough to any juſt and reaſonable man, to 
condemn the aubole and the in/titution it ſelf. Is not marriage 


| - abuſed an infinite number of ways, and many forced to em- 


brace this ſtate, or at leaſt to accept of ſuch particular perſons 
contrary to their own choice and liking? Is there any fate. in 
this world, any condition, trade, calling, profeſſion, degree, 
or dignity whatſoever, which is not abuſed by ſome? Are 
churches exempt from abuſes? Are not bibles and the word of 


mercy 
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ſhe? Has not ſhe outdone even the mefli barbarous nations 
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mercy of God abuſed? If therefore there is nothing ſo ſacred and |} 
| 
1 


divine in the whole world, which wicked and malicious inen 
do not pervert to their ill deſigns, to the high diſhonour of God, 
and their own damnation: how can any one upon the mere 
conſideration of ſome abuſes, paſs ſentence of condemnation 
againſt a thing, which otherwiſe is good and h, It is an un- 
deniable truth, that to embrace a life exempt, as much as can 
be, from the tourmoils of the world; and in a quiet retirement 
to dedicate one's ſelf to the erwice of God, and ſpend one's days 
in prayer and contemplation, is a moſt commendable undertaking, 
and very becoming a chriſtian. And yet, if ſome, who enter 
ſuch a courſe of life as this, fall ſhort of what they pretend, 
and inftead of becoming eminent in virtue and godlineſs, by 
their un exemplar; lives, prove a /candal to their profeſſion; is 
their rule and in/litution to be condemned; or rather, they 
who ſwerve from it? No, let not the dignity of an apo/{/e ſuffer for 
the ſall of Jada: nor the commandments lie under an aſperſion 
upon the account of thoſe that break them. 


29, Of wicked principles and practices. 


| HE Papiſt miſrepreſented is a member of a church || 

which is called holy, but in her doQrine and practices 
7s /o foul and abominable, that whoſoever admires her for 
ſanctity, may upon the ſame grounds do homage to Vice it 


the <vorld fo black and deformed with belliſb crimes as 


and. infidels, <vith her impieties, and drawn a ſcandal 
upon the name of Chriſtian, by her unparalleled Vices? Take 
but a view of the horrid practices ſhe has been engaged in; 
confider the French and Iriſh maſſacres, the murders of Hen- 
ry III. and IV. Kings of: France, 4he holy league, the 
Gun-powder-treaſon, the cruelty of Zucen Mary, the firing 
of London, the death of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey; and Wi 
an infinite number of other. ſuch .tike deviliſh contrivances ; 
and then tell me, whether that church, which has been || 
the author and promoter of ſuch barbarous deſigns, ought 
to be efleemed holy, and reſpected for piety and religion, 
er rather to be condemned for the miſtreſs of iniquity, the | 
whore / Babylon, aubich hath polluted the earth auith her | 
wickedne/5, and taught nothi " uf the, doctrine of devi * | 
| 3 Ai 


* 


— 


42 A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented. 
And let newer ſo many pretences be made ; yet it is duidum, 
that all theſe execrable practices haue been done accardi, 

to the known principles of this holy church, and that bur 

greateſt patrons the maſ learned of her divines, her maſt 
eminent biſhops, her prelates, cardinals, and ewen the popes 
themſelves, bave been the chief managers of theſe bhellißs 
contrivances. And what more convincing argument that 
they are all well approved, and conform to the religion 
taught by their church? 


HE Papiſt truly repreſented is member of a church, 

which, according to the ninth article of the Apoll 

Creed, he believes to be holy; and this not ovly in name, 
but alſo in dofrine; and for witneſs of her ſanctity, he 
appeals to her councils, catechi/mes, pulpits, and ſfiritual 
books of direction; in which the main deſign is, to imprint 
in the hearts of the faithful, this comprehenſive maxim & 
chriſtianity; at they ought to love God above all. things, 
j mnuith their qwhole heart and foul; and their neighbour as 
l themſelves: and that none ſhould flatter themſelves with a con- 
| Hfidence to be ſaved by faith alone, without living ſaber, 
Juſiiy, and piouſly; as it is in the council of Trent, Se. 6. c. 
11. So that he doubts not at all, but that as many as live 
according to the direction of his church, and in obſervance of 


and with an humble confidence in the merits and. paſſion of 
their Redeemer, may hope to be received after this life into 


not live thus Holihy, and in the fear of God he knows it 1s, toa 
too evident ; there being mary in all places, wholly forgetful 
of their duty, giving themſelves up to vice, and guilty of 
| moſt horrid crimes. And though he is not bound to believe 
all to be zruth, that is charged upon them by adverſaries z 
chere being no narrative of any ſuch deviliſh contrivances 
and practices laid to them, wherein paſſian and fury have not 
made great additions; wherein things dubious, are not im- 
proved into certainties, ſuſpicions into realities, fears and 
ll! jealci.fier, into ſubſtantial plots, and downright lies, and re. 


| corded perjurics into pulpit, nay, Goſpel-truths. » Vet he res 


ally thinks, that there have been men of his profeſſion. of 


every rank and degree, learned and unlearned, high and lo 
| ſecular and eccleſiaſtick, that have. been ſcandalous im their 


| 
| 


their 
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their hearts, or care of their own ſalvation, But what then? 
Is the whole church to be condemned for the vicious lives 
of ſome of her profeſſors 5 and her dofrine to ſtand guilty of 
as many villainies as thoſe commit, who negle& to follow it? 
If fo, let the men of that /aciety, judgment, or perſuaſion, 
who are not in the like circumſtance, fling the fir flone. 


Certainly if. this way of paſſing ſentence be once allowed as 


juſt and reaſonable, there never was, nor never will be, any 
religion or church of God upon the earth. A confident un- 
dertaker would find no difficulty in proving this ; eſpecially 
if he had but the gif? of exaggerating ſome things, avi/re- 
preſenting others, of finding authors for every idle ſtory, of 
charging the extravagant opinions of every G&rg/e writer upon 
the religion they profeſs, of raking together all the wick- 
edneſs, craelties, treacheries, plots, conſpiracies, at any time 
committed, by any ambitious deſperado's or wicked villains: 
And then poſitively aſſerting, that what theſe did, was ac- 
cording to the doctrine of that church of which they were 
members; and that the true meaſures of the ſanctiey and 
goodneſ1 of the church in whoſe communion theſe men were, 
may be juſtly taken from the behaviour of ſuch ofenders. But 
certainly no man of reaſon and conſcience can allow. of 
ſuch proceedings. No ſober man would ever go to Newgate 
or Tzburn, to know what is the religion proſeſſed in England 
according to /aw ; nor would look into all the Sinks, Jakes, 


Dung- hills, Common-ſhores about Town, from ſuch a pro» 
ſpect to give a true deſcription of the city. Why therefore 


ſhould the character of the church of Rome and her dodtrine 
be taken only from the looſe behaviour and wicked crimes 
of ſuch, who, though in communion with her, yet live 
not according to her direction? She teaches holineſs of life, 
mercy to the poor, loyalty aud obedience to princes, and the 
neceſſity of keeping the commandments, (witneſs the many 
books of devotion and direction, made Engiiþ for publick 
benefit, written originally by papifs,) and great numbers. there 
are (God be praiſed) who practiſe this in their lives. And 
now if there be many alſo who ſtop their ears to good in- 
firuQtion, and following. the ſuggeſtion of their own ungo- 
verned appetites, of pride, ambition, covetauſneſs, luxury, 
Cc. ſo lay afide all concern of ſalvation, and become un- 
chriſtian both to God and their neighbour, that they are a 


ſhame to their profe/ion : Why ſhould the church be repre- 


Entcdaccordiog to the wickedneſs of thoſg that negle& her 
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dofrine ; and not rather by the piety and exemplar lives 
of ſuch as follow it? Let the character of the church be 
given according to what ſhe teaches, and not according to 
the writings of every politi ve opiviator, or the praftices 
of every wicked liver, and then there is no fear of its 
coming out ſo ugly and deformed. Neither let any one pre- 
tend to demonſtrate the faith and principles of the papiſit, by 


the works of every divine in that communion z or by the 


actions of every Biſbop, Cardinal, or Pope; which are not any 
rule of their faith. They own that many of their writers 
are too looſe in their opinions, that all Bihops and Cardinal; 


are not ſo edifying as becomes their ſtate; and that Popes 


may have their failings too. But what then? Theſe actions 
of Popes concern not the faith of thoſe who are in commu- 
nion with them; they may throw a ſcandal indeed upon the 
religion, but they can never alter its Crecd. But what need 
any other return to the numerous clamours made daily againſt 
the wickedne/3 of the papiſis? It is a ſufficient vindication of 
their chief Paſfors and -Popes, (to uſe the words of Lord 
Caſtlemain in his Apology) that among two hundred and 
fifty, that have now ſucceſſively bore the charge, there are 


not above ten or twelve, agaiuſt whom their molt malicious 


adverſaries can find occaſion of ſpitting their venom ; and 
that a challenge may be made to the world, to ſhew but the 
fifth part of ſo many ſucceſſive governors, ſince the creation, 
of which there have not been far more that have abuſed 


their power. And as for their flock, and people owning 


this authority, it is true, many wicked things have been 
done by ſome of them; and too many, like liber- 


tines, neglect the care of their ſouls: But however 


the generality of them live like chriſians; few come 
to them, but with their religion they change alſo their man- 
ners for the better; few deſert them, but ſuch who ſeem to 
be fallen out with all chriſtianity; and whoſcever will look 
into any of our neighbouring popiſb towns, as Paris, Ant- 
wwerp, Gaunt, &c. will find in any one of them, more praying, 
more faſting, more receiving the ſacraments, more viſiting 
of priſoners and the fick, more alms-giving, than in any 


ten towns of the Reformation. 
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30. Of miracles. 


H E Papiſt miſrepreſented 5s /o given up to the belief of 

- idle, tories and ridiculous inventions in favour of hi 
Saints, zvhich he calls miracles, that nothing: can be related 
fo every way abſurd, fooliſh, and almoſt impoſſible," but il 
gains credit with him; and he is credulouſly confident of tht 
truth of them, ja that there is no difference to him, betwixk 
theſe tales, and what he reads in ſcripture. 8 


HE. Papiſt zruly repreſented is not obliged to believe 
any one miracle, beſides, what is in the ſcripture; and 
for all others, he may give the credit, which in prudence 
he thinks they deſerve, confidering the hoxefly of the relator, 
the authority of the witneſſes, and ſuch other circumſtances, 
which on the like occaſions uſe to gain his aſſent. And now 
if upon the account of mere hiſtory, and the conſent of Au- 
thors, none make any doubt, but that there was ſuch a one as 
Cze/ar, Alexander, Mabomet, Luther, &c, or of many parti» 
culars of their lives and actions, why ſhould le doubt of the 
truth of many miracles, which have not only the like conſent 
of authors and hi/fory, but alſo have been atteſted by grout 
numbers of eye-wwitnefts, examined by authority, and found 
upon record, with all the formalities due to ſuch a proce/i# 
St. Auguſtine relates many miracles done in his time, ſo does 


St. Ferom, and other fathers; and if they doubted nothing of 


them then, why ſhould. he queſtion the truth of them now? 
He finds, that in the time of the old /aw, God favoured many 
of his ſervants, working m-iracles by their hands; and he 
thinks that God's hand is not ſhortned now ; that the diſciples 
of Chrift are no leſs favorites of heaven, than thoſe of 
Mojes ; and that the new /aw may be very well allowed to be 
as glorious, and as particularly privileged as the, old : eſpecially 


ſince Chrift promiſed that they that beleived in him ould ts 


greater miracles than ever he himſelf had done. (St. John xiv. 
12) And what if ſome miracles (recounted by authors) are 
ſo wonderfully frange as to ſeem to ſome ridiculous and ab+ 
ſurd, are they leſs true upon this account ? Is not every thing 
ridiculous to unbelievers? The whole dodtrine of Chriſt is a 
ſeandal to the Feaus, and folly to the gentiles. And what 
more ab/urd to one that wants faith, than the miracles mem 
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ted in the od te//ament ? Might not ſuch a one turn them all 
into ridicule and buffoonry ? Take but fazth away, and what 
becomes of Balaam and his a, Samſen and his jaw bone, 
Elias and his fiery chariot, Eliſha's mantle, ax-head, and dead 
Bones, Gilleon's pitchers, lamps and trumpets, the fall of the 
walls of Fericho, Moſes his holding up his hands for the 
victory over his enemies, his parting of the red ſea, and 
Fo/pua's commanding the ſun to ſtand ſtill, Ec. Might not 
theſe, and all the reſt be painted out as ridiculous, as any 
fuppoſed to be done ſince Chrift's time. A little incredality, 
accompanied with a preſumption of meaſuring God's works 
by human wifdom, will really make the greateſt part of 
them paſs for /o//zes, and ab/urd imfoſſiblities. And though 
he is ſo far from giving equal aſſent to the miracle; related in 
ſeripture, and the others wrought fince, that the former he 
believes with a divine faith, and the reſt with an inferior 
kind of aſſent, according to the grounds and authority there 
is in favour of them, like as he does in prophane hiſtory: 
Yet the frangene/; of theſe never makes him in the leaſt 
doubt of the truth of them, ſince it is evident to him, that 
all the works of heaven far ſurpaſs all his reaſoning, and that 
while he endeavours but to look even into the very ordinary 
things daily wrought by God Almighty he quite loſes him- 
ſelf, and is bound to confeſs his own ignorance and folly, and that 
God is <vonderful in all his <vorks, a God ſurpaſing all our 
knowledge. Whatſoever therefore is related upon good grounds, 
as done by the extraordinary power of God, he is ready to 


nor the auherefore; being ready to attribute all to the honour 
and praiſe of his maker, to whoſe omnipotent hand moſt of 
poor man's impoſſibles are none. 
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31. Of holy water. 


HE Papiſt miſrepreſented highly approves the ſuperſli- 
tious uſe of many inanimate things, and attributes won- 
derful effects to ſuch creatures, which are but in à very 
inferiour rank, and able to de no ſuch things. Holy water 
is in great eſteem withhim, ſo are bleſſed candles, holy- oil, Oc. 
in all awhich he puts ſo much confidence ; that by the power of 
theſe, he thinks himſelf ſecure from witchcraft, inchantment, 
and all the power of the devil, "3 


THE 


aſſent to it, although he ſees neither the how,. the why, - 
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"P23 Papiſt truly repre/ented utterly diſaproves all ſorts 
| of ſuperſtition. And yet is taught to have an eſteem for 
boly-water, bleſſid candles, and holy ol, not doubting; but 
that as ſuch men, who have conſecrated themſelves to the ſer- 


vice of God, in the preaching the go/þe/ and adminiſtration of 


the ſacraments, have a particular reſpet due to them a- 
bove the laity; as churches dedicated to God are otherwile ta 
be looked on, than other dwelling houſes : ſo likewiſe theſe 
other creatures, which are particularly deputed by the prayers 
and bleſling of the prieſ to certain uſes for God's own glory, 
and the ſpiritual and corporal good of chriſtians, - ought. to be 
reſpected in a degree above other common things. And 
what /uper/i4/ion is there in the uſe of them? Has not God 
himſelf preſcribed ſuch inanimate things, and holy men made 


uſe of them, for an intent above their natural dt; and 


this without any super/iition? Was there wper/iition in the 
auaters of jealouſy, Numb. v. 17.0r in the ſalt uſed by Eliha 
for ſweetening the infected waters ? was it --wperſiztion in Chriſt 
to uſe clay for opening the eyes of the blind? or in the apoſtles 
to make ule of ey for the curing of the ſick? Mark vi, 13. 
And though there be no expreſs command in ſcripture, for bleſ- 
ſing water, candles, &fc. yet there is this aſſurance, that every 
creature is sandified by the word of God and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 
5. and frequent promises, that God will hear the prayers e 
the faithful. Why therefore ſhould he doubt, but that the 
creatures, on Which the 6% ing of God is ſolemnly implored 
by the word of God, and the prayers of the prieſt and people, 
for their /andtification, are really san#ified, according to the 
a//trance of the apoſile, and the promizes of God? St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem, who lived in the beginning of the fourth century, 
made no queſtion, but, that as thoſe things, which are offered 
to idols, though pure in their own nature, are made impure 
by the invocation of devils; ſo on the contrary, imple water 
is made holy, and gets a sandity, by virtue received from the 
invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, of Chriſt our Lord, and hiseter- 
nal Father, (Cyr. Catech. 3.) And that % water was 
capable, by virtue received from heaven, oſ working effects 
above its own nature, was certainly the ſentiment of the chriſ- 
tians in the primitive times: St. Apiphanius (Tom. 2.1. 1. cont, 
ber. 30.) relates a paſlage at Jength „ how water. being 
n the ſprinkled upon fire, which 

by witchcraft was made unacttive, and hindred from burning, 
* immediately 
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immediately the enchantment ceaſed, and the fire burned, Ag , 
alſo that a De perſon being ſprinkled with b/2/ed water 
the party was immediately cured. Theozorer has the like nar. 


tation of the Devil hindring fire from burning, and how he was ha 
chaced away, and the charm diſſolved by blej1ed water" being nu 
thrown on it, (1ib. 5. Eccleſ. hiſt. c. 21.) And St. Jerome te- hi 
htes (ia vit. Hilarion, ) how Tralicus took water from bleſſed ha 
Hilarion, and caſt it on his bewitched horſes, his chariot; and co 
the barriers from whence he uſed to run, and that the charm or co 
witchery did ceaſe upon the ſprinkling this aua r; ſo that all th 
1 out, Marnas victus eſi a Chriſlo ; Chriſt hath conquered he 
Marnas, (the idol.) And now there is no jeering and ridiculing 2 
theſe things, will ever make them look like idle Saperftitions, all 
to one that conſiders ſeriouſly, how much they are grounded 2 
upon reason, the avord of God, antiquity, and the authority co 
and practice of the catholick church; which approves the uſe of - 
them; yet ſo as plainly to teach that there is no confiderce to 1 
be put in any thing, but only in Fe/is Chriſt; and that pn 
what power theſe things have, they have not of themſelves, a 
but only from Heaven, and by the invocation of the name of A 
L Feſus; who as by his heavenly 5%, ing he enables us tþ * 
do things above the power of nature; ſo alſo by the prayers =. 
of his church, he blies theſe things, in order to the working IG 
effects above their own natural qualities, that by them his fa- ch 
therly benefits may be applied to us, and that fo the faithful 80 
may more particularly honour and bleſs him in all his creatures. | 
+ 5 | (0 
32. Of breeding up people in ignorance. N 
THE Papiſt miſrepreſented 17 trained up in ignorarke 3 - 
and it is the chief means made uſe of by his church, 7 

for preſerving men in that communion, to hide from them th 
her manifold myſteries of iniquity, her ſattifh ſuperſtitions, in 
her wnchriflian doctrines, by performing all in unknown 0 
tongues, and not permitting the poor. miſled people to l ad 
into, or underfland any thing that they believe or profeſs. to 
And by this blindneſs they are ' perſuaded to embrate ſuch * 
infinite numbers of groſs errors, that. avere but the wail bi 
taken from their eyes, but for one half hour, and they i 
but permitted to have one fair profpþe#t of their religion, — 
then ſand and thouſands exould dai deſert ber, ard come. v 


1 over to the truth, 


THE 
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HE Papi eſented has all the liberty, en- 

cou n of becoming learned, 
of any people or perſuaſion whatſoever. And none that 
has ever looked over any library, and found that the greateſt 
numbers and choiceſt books of all ſciences, have men of 
his communion for their authors; None that in his travels, 


has taken a thorough - view of the ariver/itiesr in fps 


countries, of Paris, Louwain, Salamanca, Bologna, &c. and 
conſidered their laborious ſludies, in philoſophy, di vinity, hiftory, 
the fathers, councils, ſcriptures, &c. And beſides, the fludeats 
here, has ſeen how many thouſands. there are in +evigious 
houſes, who, free from the diſturbances of the world, make virtue 
and learning the buſineſs of their whole life; will ever lay 
ignorance to the charge of the Papiſts; but maſt in jaſtice 
confeſs, that amongſt them, are to be found as many, and as 
ereat ſcholars, as amongſt any people or. ſociatiesin the 
world. And as for the <u/zar and common ſort of that 
2rofeffion, though they underftand not Latin, yet are not they 
trained up in ignorance of their Religion, _ nor led along 
in blindneſs3 but are ſo provided of books in their own 
mother-tongue, of inſtruction and devotion, wherein is ex- 
plained the <uhole duty of a chriſtian, every my/tery of theif 


| faith, and all the offices and ceremonies performed in the 


church ; that they muſt be very negligent, or elſe have, very 
mean parts who do not arrive at a ſufficient knowledge of 
neir obligation in every reſpect. And whoever has ſeen the 
great pains and care ſome good men take abroad, in explainig 
(on ſundays and holy days in their churches, and on week-days 
in the ſtreets,) the chriſlian doctrine to the crowds of the ignorant 
and meaver ſort of people, not omitting to reward ſuch as anſwer. 
well, with ſome ſmall giſts, to encourage youth, and provoke 
them to a commendable emulation; will never ſay, that the 
Papiſis keep the poor people in ignorance, and hide frotti 
them their religion; but rather that they uſe all meaps far 
inſtructing the ignorant, and omit nothing that can any 
ways conduce to the breeding up of youth in the knowledge 
of their fazth,. and letting them ſee into the re/ig:i2n they. are 
to profeſs. Neither does it ſeem to him, even ſo mucli 
as probable, that if the church-offices and ferwict; &. 
were performed in the w«/gar-tongue, that upon this the now 
ignorunt people would immediately diſcover ſo many ia 
nptrflitions,  ſenſleſt devotions, and gr errors, that hey 
would in great numbers upon 1 light become de/ertsr; of 
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50 A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented. 
that communion, in which now they are profeſſed" mtmbert, 


learned, judicious and leading Men of all nations 
where underſtand, and yet theſe eſpy nothing to fright 


them from their faith; but notwithitanding the ſeeing all 


through and through, they yet admire all for vid, hol 
and apoffolical, and remain ſtedfaſt in their profeſionz how 


can it be imagined, that the vulgar, weak and unlearned 


fort (did they underſtand all as well as they,) would eſpy 
any ſuch errors and ſuperſtitions, which theſe others, with 


all their learning and judgment cannot diſcover? No, 
he thinks there is no reaſon to fear, that what paſles the 


teſt among the wie and learned, can be groundedly called 


in queſtion by the multitude. 


33. Of the uncharitableneſs of the Papiſts. 


HE papiſt as miſrepreſented i* taught by his church 
to be very uncharitable and to damn all that 
are not of his perſuaſion: ſo that let perſons be ever þþ 


t in their dealings, ever ſo charitable to the poor, ever 
fo tonflant in their devetions ; though they confeſt TFeſus 


Chriſt, and believe his incarnation, paſſion, reſurrecion and 


aſcenſion, yet if they are not in the communion of his church; 
'or if they difoelieve any one article declared by any of his 
general councils, he marks them out for ſchiſmaticks and 
thereticks, and ſends them to hell without mercy. a 


2 Papitt 'truly repreſented is taught by his church 


an univerſal charity for all mankind ; to wiſh well 


to all, to pray for all, to exerciſe both the corporal and 
ſpiritual works of mercy, according to his ability, to all, of 


what perſuaſion ſoever. But then charity and truth are 


not to be ſeparated : and it would be a falſe charity, 
to promiſe heaven to any of thoſe whom the word of 
Hence he thinks it no part of 


'God condemns to hell. 
the duty of charity, to judge favorably of the ſalvation 
of any of thoſe that die in mortal fin unrepented of: for 
ſuch a judgment as this would do them no ſervice, and 


would hurt himſelf, Now if we believe plain ſcripture, 
and the univerſal tradition of the fathers, and all antiquity, 


berech and chiſm are mortal fins; and therefore in ſaying 


' that er erich, ard /ehi/maticks, are cut of the ſtate of fal- 


vation, 


— 


4 
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vation, his judgment is not uncharitable, becauſe he ad- 
vances nothing but a ſcripture truth, St. Paul in plain terms, 
declares the ſame Galat. v, 20, 21. where he reckons, ſefts, 
or Hereſies amongſt thoſe fins of which be pronounces that 
they that do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the, kingdom of. 
God. Nor is he uncharitable in judging thoſe guilty of hereſy, 
that ob/linately refuſe to believe any part of the divine re- 
velation; and thoſe. guilty of chiſin, that <vi/fally ſeparate, 
themſelves from the communion of the church, and refuſe 
a due ſubordination to its paſtors z fince ſcripture. and all 
antiquity give us no other definition of hereſy and ſchiſm. 

In what then are papiſts uncharitable ? Is it becauſe 
they charge all with Here and schiam that are not in 
their communion ? No: for they except all thoſe whoſe being 
cut of their communion is owing, not to any obſtinacy, 
careleſneſs, worldly intereſt, or humane reſpects; but purely 
to their being deprived of the means of knowing the truth, 
which they would gladly embrace if they knew it. Fer 
ſuch as theſe in the deſire and diſpoſition of their ſouls 
are in the church, and therefore are neither hereticks nor 
ſchiſmaticks. Or, are they ancharitable in reſtraining the 
whole church of Chriſt to one communion; and believ- 
ing that to be their own? No: for nothing is more evi- 
dent in ſcripture, nothing more unanimouſly received by 
all antiquity as a firſt principle in religion, than that the 
church of Chriſt can be but one, one fold under one fhep- 
herd, ont body, one spouse, one hause, one city, one kingdom, 
and conſequently one gociety united in one faith, and in ane commu- 
nion, eſtabliſhed at firſt by Chriſt and his bieſſed Apoſtles; and 
deſcending by an uninterrupted: ſucceſſion from them, ever 
one, holy, catholick' and apoflolical; and that the au 
breaking off from this original communion is the crime of 
ſchism ; as the departing from its faith is the crime of Bereh. 
So that it is evident, that many ſets diſagreeing in /i1h, and 
divided in communion, cannot compound the one, holy, catholict, 


and apoftalick church of Chrifl, And therefore it cannot be 


uncharitable to maintain' that the whole church is but in 


one communion. And as all the marks of the church agree 


to no other communion but bis; it cannot be uncharitab/? 
in the Papiſt to believe that his church is the true church 
of Chriſt, and upon this conviction to invite all to her 
communion. For ſhe alone has an uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
of her paſtors from the apoſtles of Chriſt. She alone has 
been always one ; by all her members profeſſiog vne faith; its 


E 2 one 
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one communion, under one chief paſtor ſucceeding St. Peer, 46 
whom Chriſt committed the charge ofhis whole flock; St. Fobs 
xxi. 15. &c. and the keys of heaven, St. Mat. xvi. 19. She 
alone has been always ; by teaching all botineſs, by 
inviting all to holine/s, by affording all helps and means 
of }oline/s, and by having in all ages, innumerable holy ones in 
ber communion. She alone is catho/ich or univerſal, by ſub- 
{ fiſting in all ages, by teaching a/l nations, and by maintain 
ing a1] truths. She alone is apoflolical, by deriving her doctrine, 
ber communion, her orders and her commiffion from the apo- 
files of Chrift. She alone has converted infidel nations with 
their kings to the faith of Chriſt; and to this day ſends 
her prieſts and miſſioners into all parts of the world; to 
propagate the kingdom of Chriſt; ſhe alone has been in 
all ages illuſtrated by innumerable miracles, and by the 
wonderfal lives and deaths of innumerable ſaints. All 
other ſes begun by ſeparating from her, their firſt teachers 
went out from her; and had before acknowledged het 
authority: they were all cenſured by her, at their firſt 
appearance; But ſhe never departed or ſeparated from any 
more ancient church, or was ever cenſured by any lawful 
authority. In a word, ſhe is the great body of Chriſtians, 
deſcending from the primitive and apoſtolick church: 
Conſequently ſhe is the one, holy, catholick, and apoflolical 


church, 


34. Of innovation in matters of faith. 


4 ; "HE popiſh church as miſrepreſented has made ſeveral . 

innovations in matters of faith, and bowſoewer fe 
lays claim to antiquity, with a pretence of having preſerved 
the doctrine of the apoſiles inviolable and entire; yet it 19 
evident to any ſerious obſerver, that the greatefl part of 
her belief is mere novelties; not bearing date from Chriſt 
or his apoſiles, but only from ſome of her own more modern | 
Hnods. There ſcarce having paſſed any age yet, wherein 
there has not, in theſe eccleſiaſtical mints, been coined new | 
articles, which with the —, an of Chriſt and | 
his afofiles, are made to paſs for good and current, 
her _—_ and 9 retainers : And, beſides theſe, | 
abba a great number of errors have been introduced at | 
ether times; how many did Pope Gregory brin in, and | 
how many the ignorance of the tenth age? So that 3 
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compare the church of Rome now, with the primitive times 
of the firſt three or four hundred years, there are no two things 
/o unlike; /be is a garden now, but quite overgrown with 
weeds; /hbe is a field, but where the tares have. perfect ſy 
choaked up the wheat, and has little in her of apoſtolical 
befades the name. wy 


"THE Papiſts church truly reprecented has never made any 
innovation in matters of faith; what ſhe believes and 
teaches now, being the ſame that the catholick church 
believed and taught, in the firſt three or four centuries after 
the Apoſtles. And though in moſt of her genera/ councils 
there have been ſeveral deciſions touching points of faith; 
yet can no one, without an injury to truth, ſay, that in any 
of theſe have been coined zew articles, or Chriſtians forced 
to the acceptance of nowelties, contrary to ſcripture or antient 
tradition. Theſe have only troden in the apoſt/es Reps z 
as often as they have been in the like ciremſtances with 
them; doing exactly according to the form and example 
left to the church by thoſe perfect maſters of chriſtianity, 
And therefore as the apo/?/es in their aſſembly (Adds xv.) 
determined the controverſy ccncerning the circumci/ion 3 and 
Propoſed to the faithful, what was the doctride of Chriſt in | 
that point, of neceſſity to believed; of which till that deciſion, 
there had been raiſed ſeveral queſtions and doubts 3 but now | 
no longer to be queſtioned, without the ſhipwreck of faith. 
So in all ſucceeding ages the elders of the church, to 
whom the apofles left their commiſſion of watching over the 
flock, in their coutcils have never ſerupled to determine all 
ſuch points, as were controverted amongſt chriſtians, and 
to propoſe to them, what of zece//ity they were to believe 
for the future; with anathema pronounced againſt all ſuch, 
as ſhould preſume to preach the contrary. Thus in the year 
325. the firſt Nicene council declared the Son of God to be 
conſubflant.al to his Father; againſt the Arians; with an 
obligation on all to aſſent to this doctrine, though never 
till then propoſed or declared in that form. Thus in the 
firſt Ephe/in council, Auno 431. Neflorius was condemned, | 
who maintained tuo perſons in Chriſti, and that the bleffed if 
Virgin was not mother of Go; with a declaration, that both 
theſe his tencts were contrary to the catholick faith. Thus in 
the ſecond Nicene council, Anno 787. Image-breakers were 
anathematized, Thus in the great council of Lateran an, 1215, 
ST: E 3 Ou trans |} 
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tranſubſtantiation was declared: the ſufficiency of communion 
in one kindinthe council of Conflance : purgatory in the council 
of Florence: and all theſe, together with the ſacrifice of the 
' mals, the invocation of Saints &c. in the council of Trent, againſt 

" "Luther, Calvin, &c. And now, though in all theſe and 
the other general councils, the perſons condemned took 
occaſion, from theſe new declarations, to cry out; Novelties, 


novelties, to fright the people with the noiſe of new coined v 
articles, and that the inventions of Men were impoſed on h 
them, for faith: yet it is evident that theſe neww declaration, 1 
contained nothing but the antient faith; and that there A 
would never have been any ſuch declarations made, had not t 
the ancient doctrine propoſed in them, been oppoſed and x 
contradicted by ſome ſeducing ſpirits, who going out from n 
the flock, endeavoured, by making diviſions, to draw num- ſ 
bers after them. So that the ew propoſal of a tenet, is but 7 
a fallacious proof of the doQrine being /ately invented; b 
bat a good argument of its being /ately oppoſed. It is cer- 0 
tain from ſcripture (Acts. xv.) that the apoſtles had never / 


declared the non neceſſity of circrumciſion, had not certain 
men come down from Fudea, and taught the brethren the 2 
contrary. And that the conſibſlantiality of the Son, had v 
never been defined by the Nicene Fathers, had not Arius, C 
with his followers, oppoſed this catho/ick doctrine. And { 
as certain it is, that the council of Trent had been altogether t] 
ſilent as to traaſubſſtantiation, praying to Saints, c. had b 
not Luther, Calvin, and their diſciples, once profeſſors of t] 
| this doctrine, gone out from the flach, and upon the pre- tl 
ſumption of a new /ight, endeavoured to perſuade the d 
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faitaful, that theſe tenets, then believed by the whole chriſtian 
world, were no longer to be owned; but to be quite 
thrown by, as artichriſiian and diabolical. It was this 
obliged the za/iors to watch and take care of their flock; 
and therefore. not flying away, as the hire/ing does, when 
the wolf catcheth and ſcattereth the ſheep; they aſſembled 
together into a body, and declared to all, under their charge, 
that they ought not to follow rangers; that, howſoever 


theſe came pretending - to the /epherds voice, yet fince al 

W they came not by the door into the ſheepfold 3 but climbing 
| wh ſome other way, they were not ſhepherds; but thieves 5 
and robbers; ſuch whoſe buſineſs was not to feed; but 11 
W to ſteal, kill and deſtroy. It was this made them encourage v 


all under their care, not to waver; but to ſtand faſt, and 
held the profeidioa of their faith, and notwithſtanding all 
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pretences, by no means to ſuffer themſelves to be delnded, 
and led away with frange dofrine ; and that they might 
the better {cure them fom falling into errours, gave 
them a draught of their chriſtias doctrine ; eſpecially of 
all thoſe points, which theſe modern ſelfetommiſſionated apo- ' 
files did preach againſt, and endeavour to undermine-; par- 
ticularly declaring.to them,'the faith they had been bred up'in, 
which they had reveived from their forefathers, and Which 
had been derived even dawn from the apf. Securing 
them, that whatſoever was © contrary to this, was novelty 
and error. And now in the paſtors declaring this to 
the faithful, where was the innovation? The council did } 
nothing but propoſe fully and explicitly, what, before their 
meeting, was the doctrine of all chriſſendom, and had been 
ſo amongſt the primitive fathers. It was they made the 
innovation, who preached contrary to the doctrine thus 
believed and received; which Zuther was not aſhamed to 
own himſelf guilty of; plainly acknowledging, that hes 
ſeparated from the cubole world. f | 
But it ſeems that the whole world was then corrupted, {| 
and the religion then every where profeſſed, was overgrown Þ| 
with ſuperſtitions, - errors and abominations ; ſuch as had 
crept into the church, ſome five hundred years before, 
ſome nine hundred, and ſome a thouſand ; and it was from 
theſe Luther ſeparated, intending to reform chriſtianity, and 
bring it to the purity of the primitive times, of the firſt 
three hundred years. And was it not very ſtrange now, 
that ſo many groſs fooleries, wicked ſuperſſitions, and even 
down-right 7do/atry ſhould creep into the church, and ſpread- 
ing itſelf through all nations, infect the whole world, 
becoming the publick profeſſion of chriſtendom for fo 
many hundred years, and be confirmed and eſtabliſhed by + 
the laws of every kingdom; and that no body ſhould 
take notice of any ſuch thing, either at its. firſt riſe, or 
in all its progreſs of ſo many ages: Inſomuch, that had 
not Luther made the diſcovery, it is likely we ſhould never 
have come to the knowledge of theſe thouſand years errors 
and corruptions ? Surely no thinking man can judge it 
5 that the very fundamentals of chriflianity ſhould 
e ſhaken, and the religion planted by the apoſtles turned 
into idolatry; and yet that no learned man ſhould any 
where appear to contradict theſe abominations, no zealous 


paſtors to withſtand them, no pious princes to oppoſe theg I | 
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— 


| 
| : 
| 


— — m — —— VTWũb̃ 


56 2A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented. 
Hiſtory ſufficiently ſatisfies any curious reader; that from 
the firft planting of the church, there bas not been in 
any age, any man yet that has preached any Fetorodax 
and erroneous tenets, and by introducing novelties, has en- 
deavoured to infect the minds of the faithful with bereh 
and - ſuperfiition; but immediately there have ſtood. up 
virtuous and learned men, in defence of the truth; in their 
' Writings and ſermons publickly confuting and condemning the 
errors, and giving an alarm to the world to beware of ſuch 
| deceivers, and their wicked aectrine; and withal, never 
omitting to record their names to poſterity, with an account 
of the time when they began to preach ; under what emperors, 
and what was the occafion of their evt Was not all this, 
and even more done againſt Arias ? How many appeared 
_ againſt the Manichees? How many againſt the Donatifts; 
againſt the Nowatians, againſt the Macedonians, the 
 MNeftorians, the Eutychians, the Pelagians, the Berengarians? 

So that never any thing has made ſo much noiſe in the 

world, ſo many commotions, ſo many diſturbances; nothing 
bas been ſo impoſſible ro be carried on with /ecrefy and 
filence, as the broaching any new hereſß, the making a 
ſehiſm, the alteration of religion, the ſtarting up of ſome 
new ſocicty and pretenders to reformation, What tumults 
did all the fore-mentioned ſectaries raiſe, in preaching their 
new goſpel? What ſtirs and commotion enſued at the refor- 
mation, of church and faith, pretended by Luther, Zauinglius, 
and Calvin? How then can it be judged in the leaſt 
. Probable, that a great variety of erroneous tenets and an- 
tichriſtian doctrines ſhould be introduced by the Papiſis, con- 
trary to the ſenſe and belief of all chriſtianity, either in the 
fourth, fifth, ſixth, or tenth century; and yet that there 
ſhould not be the leaſt diſturbance occaſioned by it, no tumults 
or oppoſition ; but all done with ſo much quietneſs, in ſuch 
a profound peace and ſilence, that had it not been for the 
news brought, ſome ages after, we had never ſuſpected the 
alteration? And is this poſſible? Is it poſſible, that the whole 
_chriſtian world ſhould change their religion, both as to the 
internal belief, and external profeſſion and exerciſe of it; 
and no body be ſenſible of the change, ſo as to withſtand 
the abomination, or to tranſmit to poſterity, even ſo much 
as the leaſt word of its beginning or propagation? Let any 
man upon ſome conſideration, tell me, whether it be poſſible, 
that this one little kingdom of England ſhould fall from this 
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or even 100 years, and yet no one in the kingdom, or out 


times: Then ſhall the papifs remain as they are, as 
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and have the aiteration confirmed by feveral Ad of Parlia- 
ment, and continue in the publick exerciſe of it for ooo, 500, 


of it, ſhould be ſenſible of the a/teration 5 but all to be mana- 
ged with ſuch policy and craft, that the whole buſineſs ſhould 
be a ſecret for many ages? And if this be ſearee to be thoughe 
poſſible of this one kingdom; what can be imagined, when 
it is affirmed of many nations, of the whole chriſtian 
world? Can any thing look more like a fable or romaner? 
Or can any rational man, barely upon ſuch a report, 
condemn the faith and religion of his anceſtors, for novelty 
and human #rventions; and quite laying aſide this, take the 
man for the rule of his reformation, who thus, without reaſon; 
juſtice or truth, has thrown ſuch infamy upon all the chriſti- 
ans preceding him for a thouſand years ? 

But not to infiſt on theſe reaſonings, for the wiping off 
the ſcandal of novelty from the doctrine of the church of 
Rome; it would not be amiſs here, to look beyond the 
tenth century, as alſo beyond the time of Pope Gregory. And 
if in thoſe earlier Chriſtians nothing can be found of that 
faith and profeſſion, which is charged as nove/ty and error 

inſt the church of Nome; all the papiſis in the world 
ſhall join with their adver/aries and condemning Pope 
Gregory for a /educer, and all of the tenth age for 
ramus's, ſhall in one voice with them cry out againſt all 
ſuch doctrine, Nowelty, novelty, error, error. But if, on 
the contrary, every point thus challenged of ae, ſhall 
appear to have been the profe/ion of the faithful in the time 
of the purity of the Goſpe/; if before Pope Gregory we find 
that invecation of Saints, the real preſence, tranſubſlan 
tiation, purgatory, prayer for the dead, the uſe of holy 
images, relicks, the gn of the croſs, &c. were a received 
doctrine and common practice of chriſtians in thoſe primitive 


of the ſame faith and religion, with thoſe antient believers, 
without any additions and alterations; and all their ad- 
verſaries ought in juſtice to retract their imputation gf 
novelty to the antient faith, "I" 
In order to this, I intended in this place to have given 
the reader a fair proſpect of the dodirine and belief of 
the Fathers, of the furſt five hundred years after Chriſt; 
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58 A Papiſt miſrepreſented and repreſented, 
but finding the matter to enereaſe ſo much beyond expectation 


upon my hands, I have reſerved them for another ocea- 


fion (a). But however, upon confidence of what I am able 
to produce in that point, I cannot omit to aſſure the reader, 
that the chief and moſt material points charged upon the 
church of Rome for novelty, the primitive fathers do ſo plainly 
own to have been the faith and profi ſſion of the church in their 
days; and to have been delivered down and taught as the doc- 
trine of the apoſile:; that an impartial conſiderer need not 
take much time to conclude, whether are the greater in- 
rovators, thole that now believe and profeſs theſe tenets 
and practices; or they that diſown or reject them, It is 
evident, that every point of that doctrine, which is now 
decried for popery, and baſely ſtigmatized with the note, 
of errors introduced of late, and of a modern invention, 
is by many ages older than thoſe, who are charged with 
being the authors of them; that every particular article laid to the 
ignorance of the tenth century, or to the contrivance of 

"Gregory, are as expreſly and clearly owned, and taught ſome 
ages before, as they are now at this day. That thoſe great 
men were as down-right Papi//s in theſe points, as we are 
now. And that any difurber of cbriſtianity might have 
as well d:famed them for believers of nowelties and errours, 
as we are now at this preſent. I he faith that they profeſſed 
then, we profeſs now; and if any of our doctrine be zovefty it 
18azove/ty of above 1200 years ſtanding : and who can queſtion 
it not to be of an older date? If it was the publick belief of 
the chriſtian world, in the fourth century, who can be better 
witneſſes of what was believed before them, in the three 
firſt centuries, than they? They tell us, that the doctrine 
they maintain and delivered, is the faith of the catholick 
church, received from their forefathers, and as it was taught 
by the apeſtles; and we dont find that in any of theſe points, 
they were challenged by any authority, or oppoſed by the 
ors of the church, or any writers either then living or 
ſucceeding them; but received always with great venera- 
tion; upon what grounds can any challenge them now ? 
Is it poſſible, that any living now, can give a better account 


-of what was believed and practiſed in the third age, 


than they that immediately followed them? which will 
be more credible witneſſes of what was done in forty eight; 
- thoſe that ſhall be alive fifty. years hence; or they that are 


(a) See Mr, Gother's Nubes teſtium. 


not 
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not yet to come theſe thouſand years? If therefore theſe holy 
men declare to us the doctrine they believed; with an aſſu - 
rance, that it was the faith of the catho/ick church, fo believed 
by their anceſtors, and as they had received it from the 
apoſtles and their ſucceflors z do not they deſerve better credit, 
than others, who coming a thouſand years. after, cry out 
againſt all thefe ſeveral points, that they are nothing but 
novelty and error? It is evident therefore that this noiſe of 
novelty, was nothing but a fratagem for the introducing of 
novelties; and that thoſe that brought an infamy upon 
| theſe points, by this aſferfion, might with as great ap- 
planſe, and as eafily have laid a ſcandal upon every 
other article of the chriſtian faith, which they thought 
fit to retain, and have had them all exploded for novelty. 
And this has bezn ſo far done already, that even three 
parts of that doctrine, picked out by the firft reformers for 


apoflolical, and conform to the <v-d of God, we have ſeen in 


our days clamoured againſt for vel, and thrown by 
with 'a general approbatien, and as clear evidence of the 
charge, as ever they laid by tranſubſtantiation and the pri- 


Macy. 


THE CONCLUSION, 


HESE are the characters of the papiſt, as be ts 
miſrepreſented, and as repreſented. And as different 


as the one is from the other, ſo different is the papiſt, 


as reputed by his maligners, from the papiſt as he is himſelf, 
The one is fo abſurd and monſlrous, that it is impoſſible for 


any one to be of that | profeſſion, without firfl laying by all . 


thoughts of chriſtianity, and his reaſon too. The other 7s 
Juſt contradictory to this: and without any farther apology, 


may be expoſed to the peruſal of all prudent and unpaſſionat# 


confiderers , to examine if there be any thing in it that de- 
ſerves the hatred of any chriflian : or if it be not in every 
point wholly conform to the doftrine of Chrift, and not in 
the leaſi contrary to reaſon. The former is a papiſt, as he 
is generally afprehended by thoſe, *who have a proteſtant 
education; ſuch as whenſorver reflected on, is conceived 10 


be a perverſe, malicious fort of creature," ſuperſtitious, ide» - 


latrous, atheiftica), cruel, bloody - minded, barbarous, trea- 
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Y thodox chriſtians Save thus in all ages had their double che- 


| - Papifts praying to images, and worſhipping them as idols, 
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cherous, and /o prophane, and every way unhumane, that if . 
in ſome manner doubted, whether be be man, or no. The 
other 7s 4 papiſt, aue faith is according to the propoſal 
of the cathelick church; which by Chriſt's command' be ts 
obliged to believe and hear, and whoſe whale deſgu in 
this world, is for obtaining ſalvation in the next. Ard 
is it not flrange, that theſe two character: Fa direct 
oppofite, ſo whelly unlike one the other, that heaven a 
hell is mot more, ſhould agree to the ſame perfou? 
It is certainly a flrange piece of injuſtice, and yet not at 
all ſtrange to thoſe, who know, that they that follow Chrift 
Hall be hated by the world, that those who findy the avis- 
dom of heaven, Gall have the repute of fools; and that 
as mary as attend the Lamb, ſhall be painted in the fie 
very of ſatan; our forefathers were jo before us 3 all "the 
primitive thriflians, the ateſtles, and even the Lamb himſelf, 
ear redeemer. Calumny ever follwed them, miſrepreſen- 
tation quaited ufon them; and what wonder then. that 
infamy was their can/iant attendant? And now if the or- 


racter; one of juſtice exact) drawn from what they really 
believed and practiſed; the other of malice, cogied from them 
ag miſrepreſented: Zt 7s not at all ftrange, to find it ſo now 
in bur days; when calumny, malice, ignorance, &c. are as 
powerful as ever; which, though from the beginning of the 
world, that is, above five thouſand years, they have madt 


tt their chief buſineſs to paint, capy nnd miſrepreſent things un 


perſons; yet they newer lid it with ſo much injury, ſo ulto - 
gether unlikely, as they do wow to the Papiſts; there being 
fearce any one toint of their faith and proſeſſion, which" they 
do mt either blindly miſlale, or bajely diſguize. The Papiſts 
betieve it is convenient to pray before holy images, and give 
them an inferiour or relative reqpe. I heſe describe be 


The Papilts be/rve it is good te deſire the prayers of the ſaints, 
and honour them as the friends of God. Theſe aint ous the 
Papiſts, as believing Saints 10 be their redeemers, and adoring 


oO 


them as Gods. The Papiſts believe, that Chriſt left a feuer 


in the priefts of his church, to abaolue all truly penttent finners 


from their eff ences. Theſe represent the Papitts as brliewing, 
that the pricfis can infallibly forgive all uch as come 40 
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there is poxwer in the ſupreme paſtor, n due motives 
granting indulgences; that is, of releaſing ta the faithful ſuch 
temporal penalties, as remained due to their paſt fins — 74 
remitted at to their guilt; on condition. they perform fuc 

chriſtian duties as ſhall be affigned them, i. e. humble them- 


ſelves by faſting, confeſs their fins with a hearty repentance, 


receive worthily, and give alms to the pror,. &c, Theſe make 
the Papiſts believe, that the pope, for a ſum of money, can 
give them leave to commit what fins they ſhall think fit, with 
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a certain pardon for all crimes already incurred; and that ' 


there can be no danger of damnation to any, that can but 
make a large preſent to Rome, at his death. The Papiſts 
believe, that by the merits of Chriſt, the good voris of @ 
Juſt man are acceptable to Gad, and through his goodneſs and 
promiſe, meritorious of eternal happineſs. Theſe report, that 


the Papilts believe they can merit heaven by their own wworks,. = 


without any dependance cn the work of our redemption. The 


Papiſts æuonſbip Chriſt really preſent in the ſacrament, true God 


and man. Theſe ſay they fall down to, and workbip @ piecę 
of bread. Some Papiſts maintain the depoſing power: theſe 
#vill have it to be an article of their faith, and that they are 
obliged to it by their religion. Some Papiſts have been 
Traitors, Rebels, Conſpirators, &c. Theſe make theſe vil. 
lainies to be meritorious amang the Papiſts, and that it is the 
doctrine of their church Aud thus there is ſcarce any one 
thing belonging ta their faith and exerciſe of their religion, 
which is not wronged in the deſcribing it, and injurioufly mil- 
repreſented. And are not the Papiils then ſuch as they are com- 


monly repreſented? No: they are no more alike, than the 
Chriſtians avere of old under the fer/ecuting emperors, to guat 


they appeared, when cloatbed with lions and bears ſkins they 
were expoſed in the amphitheatre ta wild beaſts, under thoſe 
borrowed ſhapes to provoke their ſavage oppoſites to greater 
fury ; and that they, might infallibly, and with more rage, 
be torn in pieces, Let ary but /carch into the councils of 
the church of Rome, even that of Trent, than which nan 
can be more popiſh; let them fßeruſe her catechiſms, that ad 
Parochos, or others ſet forth for paſlors e inflrut their 
Hoc i, and for children, youth, and ethers to learn their chri- 
/iian. doctrine. of which there is extant great varie in 
Engiiſh. Let them examine Veron's Rule of faith, and that 
ſet forth by the biſhop of Meaux. Let them. lock into the 


| ſpiritual books of direction; theſe of Rid Sales, the Fol 
| P .» AV bing 


4 + | , 


. 
[ 


—_ —— 2 — _ — 


— — 


| 


62 A Papift miſrepreſented und repreſunted, - 


— — —  - — — => T 
ol wt RT LET TOAST pore eo - —— — 


— . — 
2 «44% 11 —— — — 
. 


* tir church: And ja far, ie are ready to difews ww < 


nn 


lowing of Chritt , the Spiritual combat, Granada's works; 
and infinite others of this fort, which papifts generally keth 
by them for their inſtruction: And then let them freely de» 
clare, whether the papiſts are ſo ill principled, either as m 
their faith or morals, as they are generally made appear. A1 
little diligence in this kind, with a ſerious inquiry ini 
their converſation, their manner of living and dying, will 
eaſily diſcover, that that of the beaſt, with which they are com- 
monly expoſed to publick, it. not theirs, but only the ſkin, 
that is thrown over them. The papiſis own, that there 


are among fl them men of very ill lives, and that if every 
corner be narrowly fifted, there may be found great abuſes, even 


of the moſt ſacred things; that ſome im great dignities have been 
highly vicious, and carried on wicked deſigns: that ſome 
authors maintain and publiſs very abſurd opinions, and of 
ill consequence. But these things are no part vf their religion, 
they are the imperfections indeed, the crimes, the ſcandals of vom 
in the communion ; but auch as they are 50 far from being obliged 
to approve, maintain or imitate, that they auiſb with all their 
heart, there had been newer any such thing, and defire in 
theſe points a thorough reformation. Thowgh the imprudences 
therefore, the failings, the extravagancies, the vices, that 
may be picked up throughout the whale ſociety of Papiſts, are 
very numerous and great, and too tos Sufficient, if drawn tege- 
ther, for the compoſing a moſt deformed antichriſtian-monſter ; yet 
the popery of the Roman-catholicks is xo 3uch monſter, as it ir 


painted. hoe things which are commonly brought againſt. 


them being as much deteſted by them, as by the perons that lay 
the charge to their dis-favour : and having no more relation 
to them, than weeds and tares to the corn amongft which it 
grows; or chaff to the wheat, with which it lies mixed in 
one heap. A Papiſt therefore is no more than he is above 


repreſented ; and whoever enters that communion, has mw 
obligation of believing otherwite, then as there is specified. 


And though in each particular, I have cited no authorities: yet 
for the truth and exafneſs of the character, 1 appeal to the 
council of Trent, And if in any point it Hall be found 


1 diſagree, I again promiſe, upon notice, publickly io own 
it. And as for the other part, of the papilt miſrepreſented, 


it contains ſuch tenets as are wrongfully charged upon the 


papiſs ; and in as many reſbecti, as it is contrary to the | 


other character; in ſ% many, it is contrary to the: faith of 
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ann! fabſerdbe oy eee Aud though any ferieus || 
enguirer may be eafily ſatisfied as to \the truth f thisg 
= for à publick fatisfation, to fhew that i thoſe abominable 


chriſtian doctrines are no hart of their belief; (borurucy a- | 1 
Ee ſome men may be in their opinions 3) the | 
acknowledge that a faith aſſenting to ſuch tenets, i <ubolly 
oppoſite to the honour .of God, and defiruttive to the 'Goipel || 
of Chrifl. Aud fence it is lawful for any chriflian 1s 

| anſwer Amen to ſuch Anathema's, as are pronounced again 
things apparently ſinful ; tbe papiſts, o fbew to the wvorkd © 
that they diſown the fol lewing tenets, commonly laid at their 
door do here oblige themſelues, that if the enſuing curies be 
added to thoſe appointed to be read on the firfl day of Lent: 
Thy will ſeriouſly and heartily anſwer Amen to them all. | 

. Curſed-is he that commits idolatry ; that prays to images 
or ics, or worſhips them for God. R. Amex. 

II. Curſed is every goddeſs worſhipper, that believes the 

| virgin Mary to be any more than a creature; that 
her, or puts his truſt in her more than in God; that. believes 
her above her Son, or that ſhe can in any _ command 

him. R. Amen. 

III. Curſed Þ he that believes the ſaints in heaven to be 
his redeemers, that -prays to them as ſuch, or that gives 
an "ah wo to them, or to any creature — 

Amen. , 

IV. Curſed is he that worſhips any breaden God, or 
Ger hem of the empty elements of bread and wine. 

nen. | 

V. Curſed is he that believes, that prieſts can in forgive 
ſins, whether the finner repent, or no: Or that there is 
any power in earth or heaven, that can forgive ſins, wich- 
out a oy repentance, and, ſerious purpoſe of amendment, 


Amen. 
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VI. Curſed is he chat believes there is authority in 


the pope or any others, that can give leave to commit 
fins: Or that can forgive him his fins for a ſum e 
| R. Amen. 

VII. Curſed is he that e that 4 of 
the merits and paſſion of Chrift, he can merit faivation 
by bis own good works; or make -condiga fatisfattion-. 
a of his fins, or the pains bea due c Bas 

men. 

VIII. Curſed d he chat contemns the end of, 0 
or hides * gam the. prople,. 2 to keep them from 
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IX. Curſed is d i andervalues- the word f Gail? 
er chat forſaking ſcripture, chuſes rather to follow ham? 
traditions than it. R. Amen. - | *\ 
VX. Curſed is he that F of God. 
to obſerve the conſtitutions of men. R. Amen. | 
XI. Curſed is he that omits any of the ten commandments, 
or keeps the people from the knowledge of any one of 
1 them, to the end they may not have occaſion of diſcover- 
þ the truth. R. Amen. ; 

XII. Curſed is he that preaches to the peaple in un 
known tongues, ſuch as they underſtand not; or uſes any 
other means, to keep them in ignorance, R. Amen, 
XIII. Curſed is he that believes that the Pope can give to 
any, upon ny account whatſoever, diſpenſations to lie, or 
ti {wear falſly: Or that it is lawful for any, at the laſt 
hour to ws himſelf innocent, in caſe he. be guilty, 

R. Amen. 

XIV. Curſed is he that encourages fins, or teaches men 
to defer the amendment of their lives, on preſumption of a 
death-bed repentance. R. Amen. | 

XV. Curſed is he that teaches men, that they may be law- 
fully drunk on a friday, or any other — + ; though 
they muſt not taſte the leaſt bit of fleſh. K. Amen. 

| XVI. Curſed is he who places religion in nothing but 
| a pompous ſhew conſiſting only in ceremonies; and which 
teaches not the people to ſerve God in ſpirit and truth, 
f en 
| XVII. Curſed is he who loves or promotes cruelty, that 
| teaches people to be bloody-minded, and to lay aſide the 
meckneſs of Feſus Chriff. R. Amen. 

XVIII. Curſed is he who teaches it lawful to do any 
wicked thing, though it be for the intereſt and good of. mo- 
ther church: or that any evil action may be done, that good 

may come of it. R Amen. 

XIX. Curſed are we, if amongſt all thoſe wicked prin- 
eiples and damnable doctrine, commonly laid at our doors, 
any one of them be the faich of our church: And curſed 

are we, if we do not as heartily deteſt all thoſe helliſh prac- 
PE tices, 2s they that ſo vehemently urge them againſt us, 
9 R. Amen, 
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to any of theſe curſes, we uſe any equivocations, or mental - 
_ reſervations ;; or do not aſſent to them in the common and 
obvious ſenſe of the words, R Amen. „ 
And can the papiſts then, thus ſeriouſly, and without check 77 
conſcience, ſay Amen to all theſe carles ? Tes they can, mud © 
are ready to do it, whenſoever, and as often as it ſhall be re- 
quired of them. And what then is to be ſaid of thoſe who 
either by word or writing, charge theſe doctriues upon the 
faith of the church of Rome? Is a lying ſpirit in the mouth 
of all their prophets ? I will /ay no ſuch thing, but leave 
the impartial confiderer to judge. One thing I can ſafth 
affirm, that the papiſts are foully miſrepreſented, and few 
in publick as much unlike what they are, as the Chriftians 
of old under the flanders of the gontiles; that they lie under 
4 great calumny, and ſeverely ſmart in good name, persons 
and eflates, for ſuch things, which they as much and as 
heartily detefl, as thize who accute them. But the com- 
fort is, Chrift has ſaid to his followers, Ye ſhall be hated 
of all men, (Mat. x. 22.) and St. Paul, we are made a 
ſpectacle unto the world: and we db not doubt, but that auboso- 
ever bears this with patience, ſhall for every loſs bere, 
and contempt, receive a hundredfold in beaen. : 
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